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| D EEP ina laby rinth, remote from view, | 
Fame's temple Rands, "and Faſhion holds the clue: 
Before the entrance rang'd, a ſuppliant band 
Of candidates invoke be guiding hand : 
In burſty the throng, a thouſand different ways 
They ſpraad, win debe the puzzling n maze : 
Vain labour his who on himſelf relies, 
Where none but Faſhion's favorites gain the prize! 


Sad omen for our poet ! who has cehoſfſe 
The narrow groveling path of humble proſe ; 
path inde „hien oore and Lillo trode, 
"4 AY reach'd Parnaſſus by the bridle road: 
=, le and thorns oppdfe, and at our fide 
ature alone, and ſhe a naked guide, 
Patrons of nature, from your tears impart ' 


Balm to her wounds, and heal her at your heart, | 


Now parody has vented all its ſpite, 
Let tragedy reſume her antient right: 
When Arias 's lion roars in martial mood, 
Throw to the kingly beaſt a ſop of blood; 
Loud in his ear your tragic thunders roll, 
And rouſe the mighty terrors of hig foul; _ 
When peace, with every liberal ſcience join d, 
Decreth a joyful ſabbath ta mankiad, 
Let comedy reſtore the court of wit, 


* den a new leſſons in tbe pit, 


= 
Ks ©, 
« 


Pageants and pantowimes have f cher rage, 
N the whole wa 2 ſta ge: 1 
Lord Mayors of London club 3 bs Gods 
And Biſhop Blaize comb'd Jab golden fl 
Whilſt fipthod taylors on their treſſel boards, 
Of the Nine Muſes ſate the croſs- 0b 4 d lords 

Let a plain bard, in ſpite of Faſhion, am, 

By Nature's aid to find his way to fame: 

o his domeſtic tale incline your ear, 


Wives, bubaads, children! You way fly hear, 


Dramatis Perſon. 


Lerd Dauenam » Mr. HenDancoN. 
Charles Davenant Mr. Lewis. 
Sir Edmund Travers Mr. YaTas. 

Captain Dormer Mr. WRouUGHTON, 
Sir Harry Harlow Mr. Ack. 

Paget = - » Mr. Fnakox. 


Lady Pavenant C Miſs Younos.” 
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| Eurer Lord Daveiant, | 


(ans; 10 ever man miſlake 


neſs as 1 181 I 1771 na- 


ture fitted for a huſband? am 4 qualified 
to be a ter? and yet (a 45 my folly!) 
I am both A apap doub Faak 5 pla 

loſi ;. married a wife for money, * N 


wife for love; 32 now nor love nor mon er, 
rid of either: upon my right hand and le . 


1 over-head ruin impends ; under -fdot lurks 


covery, A — qu admits no choice, but 
1 of miſeties. d my Lady Davenant here, 


W Kd ky faultleſs Ws As; is 


* 


"* 


£ 4 


The e Hybond: q 


* 


6 71 be Abende, Huyſtand. | 

fate ta be that man; wich beauty © attraQ, 
2 to aſſiſt temptation, ſtill ſhe —— upon 
# rack of virtue; nor can I, by the narroweſt ſeareh, 
- explore a crack or cranny, where the ſſighteſt levity 
night enter, to throw down her-barriers, and make 
way ſor my eſcape ;>—when a wife's Foie 
will not ſaye, me, well. may I raik at fortune tis 
hard to loſe upon & caſt, where ey K 
in my fa vour.— Now, Paget, before 1 talk to you, 
Mut the door. 


Eater Paget, and fhuts | the Dor. 


What ws you diſcover'd in Lady Davenggt ſince. 
we laſt conferr'd ? | 

aer. Nothing, —_— R 

Lonxp D. No doubt you have watch'd ber— 

PaGET. Cloſely, 

Loxp D. Where has ſhe been? whom hes the 
ſeen? what has ſhe done? 

PaceT. The journal of one day is the journal 
of her life; if 1 had the eyes of a hawk (and mine 
are none of the dulleſt) d could not ſpy a flaw i in 

Lady Davenant, 431 

Loxp D. Incredible! Are not you an attor- 
ney, and is not the a woman? have not I ſet you as 
a {py upon her perſon ; cas'd the body of a lawyer 
in the hvery of a ſervant; and, after three months 

ft and more; wil You perſuade me, that you have 
900 ſcovered, what the world never knew, a wife 
without a low? Il not believe it. 

WN Ne n, wy Lord, you muſt ern 

lrip m Ne F back, and Gifs me to my 
pafehmen 

Loan D. 7 — will find flaws enough in them: 
of this I'm ſure, if any thing can out wit à lawyer; 
it muſt be the devil z. therefore, Paget, I conclude 

againſt her Ladyſhip's ſanctity. W What do you tell 

me ? has this great city loſt its temptations,” or re- 

form its arr. My There are à hundred fine men 
0 the Td” — 3 * 

| A&ET, 


* 


. * ee ee 5 9 


4 ese e e. but ſhe, won't; 
Veliove om. 


Lonp D. Sbe as credulous enough, when 1 : 


told her fo, '/ ; 

Per. e be ee: but he in 
wiſer than the was. 
Lene D. Does Sir Harry Harlow make n 


way? He iv faſhionable mas, and came. on with | 


all the gallantry of a Frenchman. 
rg nn es, and went off like oSrabas, 
he'll not rally auy more; we have orders never to 
ey in frequent converſation with 
your ſon. 
Lon D. I have remark'd it, and ſhall ſtop 
interviews. 


as. She has bees colleQing a fu 


Loa D. What is that for ? 
„aer. That's more than L can tell: I. ſold 
trinkets for her of her uncle's giving, and ex- 
changed ſome money into notes this morning. 
Loxp D. I paid her quarter's pin-money but 
yeſterday ;—this muſt be look'd into. 

Pacer, Yes, we may look; but it is ſeeking 
for day-light with a dark-lanthorn: taJiee, canfiot 
- a fault in her; miſchief cannot males one; and: 

ight 3 my — ſhould be 10 defiſt 
rther pains in the attempt : tis mere 
— take my word for iti y 


Loxn D. To ſay the truth, 1 begia-to be . 


your opinion; but till a better ple cad be fruck +. 
out, we muſt perſiſt im this : / you kiow my reaſons, 
Paget z 1 . of all mankiad, ate in the ſecret, 
| al itep, which trains me on indhfamy and 
welt, H Lady Davenant was in fact, as the ig in 
law, my only wife, I would not act as nowg but 
- whilſt that ſecond marriage in Flanders with: Miſs 
Dormer draws off m heart; and keeps me under 
terror of diſcovery, if I cant find occaſion for di- 
vorce, ] * oe * ie. 2 3 "f 
PRS is plain your p r Mi 0 
| ren elſe her 1 your mrs 


-F 


- - 
1 . 
: * E 
: . * 
+» ; 5 
8 The . ous H 
- | . * , 
% 1 


reſs eas never be put on to receive an uncle; =_u 0 
bud ſome better objeR in your eye than old Sir Ed» | 
ound Travers, $7. 4) 48 | ay 


«> By 


ignorance of your name and ſtation, and the preeau - 
tions we have taken to prevent diſcoyery, make 
6 , } 4 9 * 


theſe meaſures needleſs. 0-9; 
Lone» D. 1 wiſh Haw it in that light; bur What 
ſecurity have I againft Miſs Doriner's "coming over? 
what againſt her marrying again, 'believing; as he 
does, that I am dead'?—that were à ſtroke that I 
* ſhould doubly feel; Another danger threatens me ; 
her brother Dormer may return from ſea: his for- 
mer paſſion for my Lady Davenant, and gratitude 
for my ſervices in-getting him a ſhip, will expoſe 
me to his viſits: I would ſooner meet the devil 
than the man l've wrong'd ſo deeply. 63 04: 
'Pacer. Twould not be -pleaſant, I confeſs; _ 
but ſurely 'twas reported he was kill d in aQiog with. | 
an enemy's ſhip in the Eaſt Indie. 
Lox D. Wounded, not KkilFd ;—But bark ? 


my Lady's coming —Vaniſh ! © [Exit Paget, 
Good morning to you, Lady Davenant z=dreſs'd fo - 
Alena „ 
Nanni en t | 

* 7 Lady Davenant. | = Sg” * 1 
A780 55 e 4 1 WW . . 
'Lavy D. Tis my uncle's day for viſiting, and 1 
made myſelf ready to receive him. pf we 


''Loxp D. Come, come; that ſtudied ele of 


or D. PerbapsT bat. 

Lon D. Why that's fincere; I know you do 

not Tet yourſelfin. ſueh array for family viſitors, 

Lins D. Lon it; baut a ſtranger, and a fa- 
vourite too hen ſuch a one is in the caſe - 

Loxp D. Ay, then you arm at every point for 

conqueſt :\- but this firanger—tell me, who is he? 

Lap D. Who is à greater ſtranger than your 

- Lordſhip ? If Tm arm'd for conqueſt, here's the 
heart I aim at. j 8 . 
-Loxv D. Pſhaw! this is trifling ; theſe are 

words in courſe, If man and wife keep forms, * 

: ht 2 


: EY 
7 a 
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#| 
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© Lox» D. 


Wl The Myſterious | Hyſbend. | 9 
all that is requir's ; Poa of rape 2 — ſion, —— 


— 1 | 
ers erſtandi — — 4 
„3 
make yourſelf an agreeable wife, but do not fink in- 
10 that molt ir eee = good fore . 


woman ? . = | 
| 


Lap D. And Sha is deſcription of a 
4 woman? 15 d 


Lon p D. She is one that ] 
ments, hears ſermons, talks a lift 
dal, and ſcolds the ſervants, 


Lavy D. Now” tell me your receipt for an 
agreeable wife. 


the command- 
innocent ſcan- 


wife to a man of che 
is a W of the world; one who follows 
her own purſuits, and does not croſs thoſe of her 
| huſband, Let me ſpeak to you with ſineerity we 
married for convenience ; there is a diſparity in our 
N I was a widower, with a fon as old as -yaur- 
ſelf z you an orphan girl of fortune, a flave to the 
humours of your uncle; you purchaſed lidertey by 
4 2 of 1 
&FY * appear, my Lord 
Lon D. Beyond @s doubt z you know your 
heart was never mine; you know: was in love 
with Dormer; would have married him; was 
ran pt in your firſt affection, and took me 
8 — ſaĩd upon compultion ; for | 'vas 
choice, not yours, — 
1 * D. Held there, whilſt 1 declare to you, 
in truth of heart, n 


unkiadly up—it was not duty, no, nor 
1 * ſhould 4 have forced me to 1emounce 


et 3 

bi o 1 give you credit for « fair confeſiion, 
and | draw this natural conelufion from it: - Ihe 
woman who has — Ne 5 in—l am con- 
— Sar fo you; you are young, 
le, Pee det wha ] am declini 
from the prime of lf, | 1 


1 


| : Mie as women of your rank live let your ifen bes 


— 


20 e band. 
confeſs to you, not over urorious Why ficuld-we 
reſtrain each othar ? Why mould marriage, at 
ſtrikes off other women's fetiert, put on «7 


neither that of a town libettine, gon thy. ee: v7 
mow lead of a matrimonial mope; © 
Lavy B. I underſtand you, my Lord: [but if 
I am better-pleaſed to ſubmit to che chagrin of your 
negleR, than to the reproaches of my own 
ſcience, you will ſuffer me to purſue a dull ehoic 
and be the object of your contempt, rather than 
my own, III not diſguiſe from you that my heart ts 
{ _ far love, ſoft and ſubject to temptation, there · 
fore I avoid it; it once belonged to Dormery he re 
turned it wounded, bleeding to im owner z *twa! 
healed, -made whole, ang offered to Davenant-; 
if you will not receive it, you may fend it hack to me, 
as Dormer did ; but you "at all never abe este 
property, — ourſelf. 
-Loxp D. Well, let that paſs. I have! c 
tion, to which 1 beg N i. without Eva- 
fon or xeſerve-.. . -- | 5 s 
Lavy D, Propoſe el $3:435) 
Led D. What has aden « late tes 
or yſhip and my ſon ? You bave been clo- 
557 oat once what ha ve you 4 
2 ben i eee * 
3 18 Aov bound to tell that ? e 
a bad B. Indiſpenſabl 1 ee er on your 
4 if you will put yourſelf: on your 3 
— 4 elf. 1 have remarked a Jallenneſb: in Cap- 
enant, that, does not p pleas me; a darkneſs 
e — -praper ; and I ſu 28 "ow Lady- * 
| 3 ny in the oceafion.. 
a Ar D. 63-4 no; if ever Tam bee te make 
my ſorrows known, it will not be to your ſon | wall 
peak unfavourably of his father, = * 
Load D. No matter; tell me what pale d. 597 


* Lor — Ir 28; e your doubts. 
** h "6 er, him a letter, 

1 e 1 18) 1 * 105" 3s 

2 5 ; F: end D, 


. ; 41 3 | | y ' | 4 * fa 
Sv. Sir Edmund Traverse. < 


4 Lupprove- un ems r now enn yon ten Du wv 
vo may be more urgent with me than this or. 
commiſſion for my ſou ? What if I have duns of he- 


nour now at my door ? what if 1 have play-debts, 

that cannot be put aſide ? will you unſtring your 
rſe ; empty. your hoard of pin-money for me I 

do not find you ill. . 

7 Lavy: R. 15 in your Hands ; diſpoſe of it as 


you ſee fit. er RN ins een 
Lon D. And I do fee fit to diſpele of mine 


and my ſon's concerns without your Ladyſhip's ad- 
vice or interference: I ſhall alfa expect, and ſtrictiß 
require, that you do not talk and ca bal with 2 
5; 


upon any thing that now paſles, ever did 75 


ever ſhall paſs, between you and me upon the fub- 


jet. die og» 
o 6 ** b * * to Cl | "Wt | 
Me Servant increduces Sir Edingnd Traber. N 

| * T 


1 
Sin Eu. Lord Davenant, I kiſs your — 


' why this is as it-ſhould be; this is as it us d to be in 


days of yote, When man and wife fulfill d the ſaying 


and were one fleſh. I proteſt to you, I bave been 
let into the houſes of three married couple . this 


morning, and found but one and a half at home. 
ö en een 
> | £ N a ; 8 Len 


| pe os 7 


— 


pol Jacob and /Rebecca—but 1 baveialways laid, 
Lord Davenant-and my Niece are the only inſt andes 
_ of conjugal felicity, in upper life at leuſ. 
LADY D. It you think us fo happy, Uncle, why 
dont you take an agreeable companion to cheer the 
evening of your-days? | 
Sts Epc, To hang myſelf in the evening of wy 
days: how; cou'd you name fo horrible a thing to 
ine as an agreeable companion? 19777 
Lavy D. Fve obferv'd, that they who rail moſt 


8 are the firſt to marry. WF... 
* yy Evom. b ve remark'd, that they who 


mirry, are the firſt to rail: lack aday, if I did not 
find you and my Lord here —_— in = family 
away, as they is, always oivil and courteous to 
each other, with « ſmile of complacency on your 

„ countenances, what ſhould I think ?—if 1 did not 
ſee theſe things with my own eyes, what ſhould I 
ſay, when ſo many buſy tattling fools are whiſper- 


ing it about that you are the -moſt unhappy coupie + 


in London? * 

Loan D. Whiſpering, Sir Edmund! they'll 
whiſper-any thing; but who dares ſay it? | 

Sin Eon. That was juſt my anſwer; =r an- 

ſwer to a tittle-»—=a plague upon you all faid 1 
Yother night to a Knot of old fogrums at the Mount, ; 
who were caballing over their coffee, not perceiv- 
4284 | | ing 


= -® 
- — — _ a =>. SIE PA 1 wm” 


* 
i 


dd AS. kd oa i dee rain rn ad 


8 77 ml 
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| The Myſterious Mb, 13 
F 


n Tedious. old blockbead!—'l eſcape | 


8 . 4 b s - SP [Going.. mg 
Stn Eon. My Lord, my Lord, hear out my, 


. 13 8 
Lozp: D. I. b 


ment. 1 42 2 41. 1 
Six Eon. Why look you there, now tis ſur» 
prizing how unwilling e are to hear my ſtories z_ | 
not a man in our club. will fit them out, except the 
ſmoakers.* *T'was juſt the ſame, when I was in Pars 
liamem nothing but coughing, hemming, and ſhuf - 
Hiag of feet: no attention, no deſire of information : 
all their brains a gadding. And your Lord has a 
piees of that, let me tell you; but a good man in 
the mal ay excellent man in the main, an ineom- 
Ke. D. I make no complaigt. Gl 
Sin Eön. To be ſure you don't—complaint in- 
deed.! no, if you had the leaſt cauſe for that, truſt 
me for finding it out; nothing of chat ſort could eſ- 
me, you know4t could not. packs! 
ady D. I ſhould be ſorry you had any cauſe' _ | 
to regret a match ſo entirely of your own making. " 2 4 
Six Ep. Right, child, yen arc rights was . 
a match of my own making; you owe all your hap- 
pineſs to your uncle; and you naw: perceive à grey. 
was a little wiſer than a green one: you was 
once of another opinion, but that's paſt and over; I 
don't reproach you, Louiſa ; indeed I may charge 
that error of your life to my own indulgence. . I bu» 
mour'd you to a fault in your education; turn'd: my 
houſe into a ſchool to make you happy let you | 
have as many maſters as you. pleas'd ; doQtors and 
apothecaries, you. might chooſe a mongſt them all; 
but in the important article of a huſband, there in» 
deed I ftept in, there I had my choice, as was na» 
tural I ſhould ; and now- you lee the conſequence : 
now, Louiſa, I ſay, you ſee the conſequence. _ 
83 1 aer 
* . . \ 


— 


7 — 


that were lea ng you aſtray: 1 
Lenant here, a 2 of a certain age, a widower, 


nd td prevent uf ue did . my poor brain 
to hd rr happ oberg ton) our contention. 
| g | 


ih tar” B. as th ge conrripance in that by- | 


{Oe Dow, Was there 4 contrivance; child# to 


3. 


"of Stn Ep. 0 


told you this ?— 


matter: oh ! he was at uncommon pains for our 
fake z for he thought you would be a monſtrous for- 
tune and to de ure mM” a my: death——byt, 


ins 


3 
1 Lo IN N Ak ubs. ert 
Sin EDu, Whyt z- you are oy 
happy, and you own it, that's ſincere : Fs 
1406 to 8 ou' ſo? thwarted — apt 
my Lord | 


* 
actin] : - 


d'ye ſee 3 not only fit to huſband Louiſa, but 
to father you, : Whereas you know, and, if yon are 


_— you will confeſs, that fl bad boats 8. 


-Choice—" 
Abr D. T ſhould have choſen erberwiſe, - „ 
tpi Eon. Von rr whenpagaſ. to 


FY ”; 76 ds 


I D: L confeſs it. | | 8 
8K En. Oh, the many . 3 


2 


ſure there was; there's u contrivance in 
thing 1 do: and I myſt do Lord Davenant the 
ny to ſay, he took ſome pains in that gffairas 
(vitae Captain Dormqz letter to 


Livy D. b of that, I beſe hn det : 

me know all my obligations to Lord Day 
tis fit you ſhould ; every man's 

deeds ſhould be known: he wrote every word ee” 

of that letter himſelf not a ſyllable was a 4 


Dorer 2. | N 


I. ap D. Not « fyllable! D - hy 
Sr Epc. Not a en wy Low rei 


& << 


Lavy D. Never. ü 
Six Eb That's be p but indeed. he 
bound me to ſecrecy ; ſo you muſt ſay nothing of the 


there 2 


SE 2 | 


8 leme | 
E 2 ou have 8 fo. conldernce *- 
in a you have made with Lord Da- 


aſe of a majority, and wants a ſum of , money to 


__complet he = 
e 
with fire 


ble me to ſupply him 
* 7 


Sin En, Ab. Louiſe, Louiſa! In aid the | 
fs, bee gaming are 10 toe 


Laer D. \ Avent $60 what you've B 


of ous. unha but I thought | you. treated 
. fuck ts with contem ; 

ah Eo t time 1 
e e with. me, and 7 = . eee 


aDY 5. N given , me no anſwer 


| Goring vou. Whenthe weed idle ?. 


g 43:5; B# ſad 1 te® PU, Fi ler. | 1 


r abs bo e 


1 2 ** * 27 | 
ss then, it ſeems 1 bave been dup 90 by baſe contri - 
; Bern. Dor mer is clear, and I 2 'd. Lord 


nant's. conduſt is compleat ; begins with trea- 
chery and ends in tyranny, Moſt 8 wo- 


men, to whom ſhal = aA is too 1 8 
: rr TIN : 


| Whom - ad e 


. * 


7 . 
. / 8 13 


\ n * : . © ©® —_ 4 


—ͤ— —  — — L — — — . 


| 
5 1 3 will now aſſiſt him i A 
= difficulty. r is treating for the pur- 


4 e, als | Yar te „. 


7 


— — 96 


+4 Py 
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= 
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16 The aura nh 8 


4 Ednund „ + $34 ket» - 


872 . Ay, now The's —_ 
refus'd her the money: what u fond fool it is! 1 
| 2 now ſhe'd pledge her 3 to W 
Lay D. Who's there 7 
- Six ED. Tis J, tis uncle meu 00 No 
Louiſa, if you ery, As all over with me take 
the money, give me a kiſs -I am a fooliſh fond — 
fellow, and cannot bear to fee you unhappy. If 


twere as much again, you hex have * but 
don't aſk me for Ae more, 1 pray 

all in notes; they would have 3 7 ts te oo 
fore night—but I'm a fooliſh fond old f 
the truth of it. 


LADY D. I thank you, Sir, I thank you. 


Six EDM. Apropos! here is the very joe: I 


man you was ſpeakin of, Come in, Captain Da- 
venant, come 8 without ceremony: my lady 'has 
| — for you, but I tell no tales, 1 \ at 


— „ ſoz 1 leave together. 
bye to Pr I leave you rogerher. 25 5 2 | 


4 | Captain Davenant.. wh 
SL . 9 i: 


"Cary? Wbat is this ſecret pe LANIER 
has broach'd ? what commands has your Ladyſhip 


for me ? 
Lavy D. After what my e ſaid, tis 


in vain to deny that I ha ve a roquyſt 10 make, which 
beg you not to refuſe me 
Carr; D. If the — ſhalt be, as 1 ſuſpeR 
3 freſh favours 120 you, tis the 
* c ou can put me to} ng you.” 
L494 D D* f you — what ' plea 2 receive 
8 iy tendering to you this trifle towards the purchaſe 
your rank, yon would take it for my ſake 
out further 7 if you ha ve any regard for me, 
accept it at my hands, | 


Carr. D. What ſhall 1 ſay to you, moſt gene». 


rous of omen? 1 
| . 7 Lady 


with- 


> 
. F 
8 a R_— = 


_ we ſhould converſe 


2251 is not very ſe leck in the choice of her 


make her 
Carr. 2 — 


* * 24 


; | The ere, Hiſbant 15 
Daiber D. neither is: it convenient, | 
— or ab" wie re- 
queſt of yon not to mention what has paſs d. 
Carr. D; 'O Lady Davenant! Lady Davenant! 
my heart bleeds for you. 

Lay P. 3 eee 


Cr 


8 * vl 


0 LJ, _ Servant, 


0 
, 


| Sunv. Sir Han Harlow to wait upon your 
Tedyſhip. 3 . 
Lor D. Did nor 1 tell you to deny me? I 
am not at home to Sir Harry Holes, (Exit. 
$2 xv, What wou'd your honour pleaſe to have 


me do? he is coming u ns A 
Carr, — Rafcal, 15 [Exit er. 


— 


R. H. How now, Charles! rating 
it is indeed an untowardly 285 | 


* F 


* 
1 * 


e wou d hate perſuaded me | was not to 
ve ot in, Bet * your fa ir . 


e 
81 H. H. No, man is nt all the A 


yon can afford 61 


much. 

Carr. D. Take your rd erg him d 
wine r ee 
150 96 d nee 0 Pk 7 


Lon D. How now, Oenflewen both, a ſharps 


with each other ? 
SIA H. H. Captain Davenant Wers to To 
your Lordſhip Doors, as if it wits a crime to enter 


- them; if ſo, an confeſs it is a crime I am not 
diſpoſed to repent 0, at ſeaſt till you tell me 1 | 


0 Ke 


* rae. :_g 


„ © The Mia ee 

Lond D. Pooh! tis his manner; dis the faſhi- | 
one he times: the men wg Ts and . 
the young 8 too, talk no other 
their. deareſt f riends —Harkye, Charles,” i 
the kindneſs to ſtep into the library ; 4 mn fem | 
words in private with ou. 


* 


This young man has ruffled ou; and, to ſay truth, 
his manners are much alter d: : whether he miſtakes 


in thinking a herce military air becomes him, or 


that ſome ſecret matter really diſconcerts him, I 
can't pretend to ſay, for he communicates wWilh ue 
but little: I be you will think no more of hat 


is paſt 12 m ia — +28 
1k Affure yourſelf, my Lord, "ts te f | 
Ws + - had _— been, 


Lox D. Here, Harry, I have api to 
ſettle with you 3 take theſe notes, + 

SIR H. 

own time. 
a Lon D. Nay, but take en ee 
1 craſh l got aft nigbt. . [Gives lim di 

SI H. H. n take me, my if 4 
does not go to my heart to win your money: 


again. Nr. * 
Loxp D. ' Why ſo, i in the name of wonder 7 


8x H. H. Beoauſe 1 cannot beat to wenr in 
| —_—_— might ſo much better be employ'd - 


where. 
Loxn D. What is the man woralizing about ? _ ; 
Sr H. H. Well, proteſt and vow, was I the 
Kuſband of my Lady Dilfenant=—- 
Be D. Lou wound be as; tir d of her as 1 


a H. M. For ſhame, for ſhame | * mo- 
man can be more engaging ? 

 Loxp D. Every — WARE F5had "wy, wile, | 

Sin H. H. That ever matrimeby ſhou'd.. brag 
=: 2 to this ls Heaven ſhall be my judge, F 
give one half of my eſtate 10 ſhare the wh 
e about. 


Lonn d. g 


teen Capt, Dame, 


As you will for that; og your 


have F 
a thouſand times refolyd never to play with * 6 


* 83 EP IS. + 4 


22 ſo there's the differ- 
— your: rler tn wait 3 
| chariot 
* . a ere 105 
ob D. diſtance 
811 H. OR 
Py Pon a. 
Lon B. Ir that's all, I ſhould be glad - 
_ you wou'd take my chair, and lend me Car- - 
ge; odor eee end of the 
* , H, H. Take jr. where | you pleaſe ; 'ris at 
- your ſervice: I perceive I ſhall not have the ho- 
_ r dave” W Dayenant, this 


„een D. To l the wu; been you will 
not: it not appear to me, way” Ph e 
in kin to make your way to her Lad pibipt 18 
1 it requires a very 


FO 1507 one papa tinemeg dere. 
8 r 
WWE + ; 2+ 04 ; . . 

| 4 ms <4 Arn. 


N _- 1 LA FE. ” 2 4 a | Fen 
ann £235 Tis a 23H 5. 


8 * 
* 2 * 0 o ** A 
Derne 0 Jr. T "i 
P ©; 
ba — 4 4 fl 11 14 1 o * . ; 4 1 ry * 
FL 1 » "4 , »148 ++ * 7 A 12 1 1 a 
7 - 4 . 1 * 4 . 
* 1 - & &\ , 1 * * . g ü of 
451 Fan $4 8s 
k . == 
. L K 8 5 7 
4 a . 86 4 2521 
; 3% k * 8 8 8 * LE 8 as ry- 
— vj Fry : e7 N * * . { © - 1 . 
* * wi. we , — . "a wi = ' : , - 
4 o 4 : - * . 4 : 1 * . 
> , ; : - LE 1. 
0 Wh 1 14 4 4 yt © 1J 75 * 8 1 


70 * 
. : ” 
1 5 #62410 ef 2 6H: 0 bhi 


* en W Arn 
l \ "7 mn LS 


$f ? 
a7 


Kg! 5 * «4 4 $a ge 
NOTE 1 r 467. 199 4 : r 2 ex ke GLA 
ot ” oy 4 1 f?" TO Vs gun . : 


. n 2825 Tar kt L 4+ +3 e 
* 
* 


? 
CaD;E, 2 g Bw + * 
FTi4k . TEE | 


+ $h- - 


6197 an l, 4s ig boys + bats Ge 
6 20 . * 


ug 211 AY; 01 
, . : - 4 « 93 
: vm A 0 * 4 * 177 <= + "4 + N 
"7 5 
T3 3-6 xn. AIRTEL 
4 ” J - A 


* 4 

. 

4 
” 4# 
4 


| 


Cart: D. J an 40 you, you maſt ow 8 
me a rew minutes h pe pts "th A io * 
and becauſe you friend I beſt love 0 
N Aa to whom 1 commbionte” wy 
, ave D, Vos have obtained your bonum | 
Carr. D. 1 have 2 — not te commii· 
ns - 
promotion to rank, but 3 
married. 
ee n. angel; one, w in mind and 
ker 6 adh if e had not for- 
Lavy D. What de vou mean? explain ous 
fot 
Carr. D. The fiſter of your Berner. 
K. z—does your father know of this? 
Carr, D. It is not fit he ſhould: how could 
his own ? 
Lavy D. Remember your promiſe, and no more 
I thought ſhe was reſident in Flanders. 
Carr. D. "Twas there I met her, on late 
why I conceal'd from you my paſhonz with 
eee sf her ung ry will: | 


- Lavy 5. Femin then, youll 
CA. b. "Tie + bor W 
25 131 (549 04 1654498 392 0 
805, my deur Lady, Yon are 
** Lapy D. Heaven and a 1 
rſon is y 
E might . been ſuch in fadt. 
or D. My Pormer —Wat is it you tell 
he. be reconcil'd to my choice, when he negleQs - 
of this — Where did you meet Miſs Dormer ? 
* to Spa: how I became acquainted with 


8 — ann 2+ 
mand relation more at large but the is not, as 
you call her, Miſs Dormer, - 

Lavpy D. That T can un uin, ſince 
you have married hery 

Carr, D. But the was not Miſe Dormer when 
＋ dd marry her: ſhe was the wider of un Eng- 
liſh of the name of Brooke, who lie d 

with her about three months ; went to Paris, and 
there died: there is ſomething myſterious in the 
conduct of this man; but that, with other matters, 

I muſt now 'deferp -- We are | juſt returnd 39%; 26 
__® church in the eityg but 88 

my AS er tobe us love, I Wore — 

enchanting bride to ſeek her coun” 
ns non" a Try —— a nee of 
can call your own, . « are of 
,—zrewell ! | 


mine 

Lap D. happineſs attend both ! 110 

„ gn 2 { Exit Davendn. 35 

Married to Dormer's ſiſter! How that name ftrikes. 

on my heart —— 4nd | the confidante of -a clan» 

marriage: dangerous ſecret for my 

ce ; the tranſport of the moment ne ver ſuffer - 

ed him to think of ibat well, let the danger 
come I— there was a time I ſhoud have been 
— {i — 1 conduQ of — 

. Davenant makes him ome in my eyes; 

was my injur d hero no to — Heaven, 
T will not think of i. — Watch over him, ye guar» 
dians of the good and brave ——waft him, ye 
winds, to glory may the ſhip that hor Nav; 
and the ftar by which he fails by 00 proſperous 
—and, as he walks the deck by night, amidſt the 
waſte of waters, ſhould a * 5 of my unkindneſs 
ſmite his manly heart with ft — 75 ſome * pt 

_ tying ſpirit turn aſide the thought, a | 
my unhappy name from 9 N Me 


Enter Servant. 


82 yr oe Pleaſe your Ladyſhip, there ia ges- 
op; be low, enquires for my Lord; I es. hs 


. % 


mk 


#* the gentleman in. 


= 


b 


; | S yep OR . 


. 


- 
D. hope not ; you ſhould mike tim tie 
& Sau. That 1. did.at. fff; Madam "ti our 


: * See vis; 01244 
* N . ——.—. 15 — 


Sa. 


1 2 . + 
EAV. it is: — forgine 
bel. pho be c ng 


* Lax D. Therg's 100.906 22 fon r charge charge you 
8% 1 — 97 — 


RF: to mention to «ſoul 

7 FR " Fontleman into the cating. — remember 

=>, - totell-nobod of this wit — * 

* ge Av ot for the 2 rar: 
** ther e » att 


2 | TH ts * * : wha | * a WS ww # Gb 
4 128 10 > Indy Divenant a4 e 1 on 3 


. Lax D. Dormer retura'd, and in the houſe 1 
Tb *Alkyuling Providence, | receive pie, cages 
.1- into by 7 protection! Tuccour | my Minting fpirits in 
| thi Fas gh moment, and ſup port mnt 7015 olution, © 
nah Bling in a tide of f ions, from whoſe over- 
whelming force no hand but thine can ſave me 1 
bey —it ie thy voice that warns me to ay6id * 


0 
and tho to juſtify myſelf to Dormer were 
2 object of my Lil [ will oe do it: 2 


E n e never” 
8 f 4 n ' 
„* . SET ES N n 7 3 
, + . * Þ * $60} 447 03; 
wan | 1 1 «1 9 E f 
r 5 Be 
171 „ 9 5 by 
8 * 
* 4 18 * . 1 wa Ga 


| 1 U 


1 | | Lad 1 f fk a 
is come to paſs! 8 Dorsers 7 
; 1 have ſeen him with my own wo eyes, 
Lap D. Well, if he is, what's that to m 
%. 8 to expoſe me by your idle 
curiolit 1 
| ou. lade ed und indeed, my Lady, 18 - 
going into the exting-parlour fo or your at 
Ladyſhip's nett g-box, not thinking an © Pm: y Was 
there, when law e (officer * 155 orm, 9 
| earneſtly at your ip portrait over the 
7 = is back way clan hf me, ſo 1 did not v 
| who it uns 3 and on I went, thinking no" of- 
ov, when ſudden] 1 Gare, me ; and then 


Se Former, ante 


l 1 be 
W. Won, Rue, Madam! to be ſure * 


knows Lay > arried, to Lord ; for M -i 
he Jay if : — Her BT. 5 for you, Mi 
_whi know 'd not deny en he 
r and ſo 1 told him way 
you was married to my Lord, which ts nothing but 
th truth—and then, me,. how he ſtarted | 
| T chought L wou'd fay n0- more: but as I was go- 
ing, Madam, he took me by the hand and held me, 
and then he aſk' half a hundred queſtions, all. | 
in a breath, ſo that I knew not | what to anſwer's” 
but telling him hat your Ladyſhip wanted me up 
fairs, away I run=and if 1 arg done any ii 
_— 8 N 


dy D W youve! | * 
A* Did he alk to fee e N 


W. Won. Oh! moſt earneſtly ; but 1 n 
afraid to tell eee of that; inderd he beg's 8 
very hard to ſee you. 


Lap D. lmgoſfble It t muſt not de.How 
a ho hook | 


\ 


— 


5 May 


- a Abe Abet * 
Lap D. Pook'f—l mean is he in health? 3 
W. Won. Inperfe health. 

- Ars D. Thank Heaven for that! hog 


L 5. — gp e 
„ of what ror, 1 Go plete, 


Wea - and tell, hi tell him I am 4 


vied—No, that won't doCruel 1 ren 


I muſt neyer ſee him more. 

7 Won. 1 wy 1 ſhall de 
bave n the miſchief 
W 23 ENT l haſtily. 
1 1 FT * ES * f Fl at 1 3 


1 SEE; 80. your: Dormex 9 
8 "howg, and you have wn pops Lge 


Lavy D. No, my Lord, 1 have. nb — 
1 Lozxp u. But N has been 


in treaty S bye pad, 1tknow they : 
open 1 1 


have. 

Lid D. My. conduct, my Lord. is 
have no ſecrets, and if it is- 1 ſatisfaQioh to you 
to know it, 1 can afſure-you it is my ſint reſolution 
never to ſee ain Dormer any more. 


Loxp D. A woman's: reſolution ; and you'll _ 


keep it accordingly, 
apy D. Tape 1 enter i or your 3 
ſhip's ſake as well as my W . 
K NA. D. For my fake! 


Lavy. D. Yes, I have the n on 


aceount. Captain Dormer is an injur d man: 
bee might — on explanations, and theſe 
— lead 10 conſequences of ap unpleaſant na- 


he Rt D- You deal in riddles, Madam; your: 
tone is raisd too, now N champion 'i in 1 8 


houſe... 1 6 


- 
? 
. ' AT; 
” » - * * 
0 . * 
” | * 
0 : N 
o 9 - , 


\ 
* K 


4 
do lee 


_Loap b. Fell kim Pl wait upon him — 
2 mean were by ap 
2 ＋ 


1 wer of 27 afiol with. 
is loft, Pl ber further, 
y that Dormer is an injur'd man; 
what is his injury, and who has 


5 — b. If letters have been fabricated which | 
he never wrote; 8 an injury to 
impreſs with falſe opinions hearts that were once 
devoted to each other, then am 1 warraftited in what 
Jay uncle is my author. 

Leno D. So your wiſe uncle has told you this 
this ia the mighty myſtery—for my . of the 
artifice, it ig a the crimes I have: repented 
of moſt eqrdially : You cannot execrate- the 
_ le honyqhet made'eacne more hire! than I do. 

- Lavy ery it * 5 I ſhall not 
aggravate terneſs by expo 5 you to che 
es of Captain Dormer. 

xp D, If you've no other reaſon for 48. 
ing him but this, you are free to juſtify yourſelf at 
my expence —17 — 2 ou dave nothing elſe to eharge 


. me _ _— Dy — —. — can face, and 
* inſtant ly waits ay, prevent ** 
at to 4 Pve dong, and Rags by conſe — | 
* — 2 what they may Stay, you v yourſelf ſhall ſhall bas 


Lass D. I beg 


: lose D. Tell Captain Deir Tom ready to 1 
* receive bin—lor if e come 1 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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26 The Myſterious Huſb and. 

that does the wrong, and he that ſuffers it, ſhall 
face to face bring their aceounts to iſſue, better that 
the audit paſs in this life than another Why then 
this ſudden tremor ?—conſcience, conſcience, is this 
fair dealing? flow to admoniſh, when you might 
have ſav'd me; loud in reproach, when. admonition 
is too late, What if I told this young man all the 
wrong l've done him ?———what if I avow'd the hor- 
rid injury that's yet unknown; that worm that gnaws 
my heart; that canker, which the , inciſion of his 
ſword can only cure? —I know the awful. con- 
ſummation is at hand: I feel the coming on of 
things ; but when, and in what manner they ſhall 


| paſs, I cannot tell, The hand that rules my fate 


mult faſhion it. | 
| Servant introduces Captain Dorner. 


Szxv, Captain Dormer. Exit. 
Loxp D. Lou are welcome to England, Sir: I 
am ſorry I was not ready to receive you, and that 
you have been put to the trouble of waiting for me. 
Dorm. The apology is due for my importunity, 
but I conſider this as a viſit of duty; and as Lowe 


my command to your Lordſhip's recommendation, I 


was determin'd that the firſt door 1 enter d in Lon- 
don ſhould be yours. | yn 
Lo xD D. You are juſt arriv'd ? 
Dou. Within this hour. | 505 
Loo D. You do me honour, and I hear with 
much content you've done yourſelf great honour, and 
the ſervice, _ © {ad as gt | 57 
Doku., Such men and: officers as I have ſervd 
with muſt enſure ſucceſs; I muſt have been the ſole 
defaulter in my ſhip, it we bad flinch'd our duty. 
Lo xD D. If — is any thing I can further 


obey you in, you will be pleas'd to command me, 
Dorm. I humbly thank you; and can only ſays 
tho' I haye been long at ſea, I don't wiſh to be idle 
on ſhore, There is a buſineſs, however, that I have 
at heart to ſettle'before | go out again; and as your 
Ted me to make a fortune 
ö ˖ 


Lordſhip's favour has enab 
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the ſame friendſhip pe 
Lone D. | Explain yourſelf, if you pleaſe ; you 
know I have been always at your ſervice. 127 
Donn.  Ihaves fiter— 
Loxp D. Sir !—[Starting.] f | 
Dozxm. My Lord! 1 hope you have heard no- 
thing to the (contrary, 
15908 ad D. No, on my honour—pleaſe to pro- 


Dorm, I hope ſhe is yet living; tis a long time 
ſince I heard from her: ſhe is the only relation I 
have left ; an orphan, girl, My Lord; and if ſhe is 
ſtill at Antwerp; where I left her, I can ſcarce hope 
to ſee her before I am order d out again. To ber 
I have bequeath'd the earnings of my ſervice, and in 
the mean time made ſuitable proviſion for her ſup» 
port :—if you, who are the founder of my fortune, 


will Kindly undertake ithis friendly truſt and ſuffer 


me to depoſite in your care an orphan charge, you 
will put me under everlaſting obligation. : 
. Loan D. By Heaven, this-is too much | [ 4/fde.} 


Sir Mn Dormer !— am. ſenſible of the honour 


you do me— but you mult think | am a man not uſed 
to-byſine(s of this ſori the commiſſion is a very de» 
licate commiſſion !—=the charge of a young lady 

+ Doan, Is a very ſacred charge -l feel it ſuch ; 
and therefore ardently would wiſh to reſt it with a 
man of honour, I am ſenſible of my preſumption ; 
L know I am impoling trouble, where | ought only to 
yo paying. gratitude but, my Lord Davenant, I 
have no friends except in my own profeſſion ; they 
cannot ſerve me on this occaſion, You are my only. 
hope z and, as you have once taken me by the hand, 
I pray you do not let it go: lam bold to I ſhall 
not bring diſcredit on your protection, and. I ſhall 
be. ahrough life devoted to you for the favour, 

Loxp D. lam diſtreſſed ; and if I do not anſwer 
you to your wiſh, it is becauſe I'm ſenſible 1 do not 
merit the good opinion you repoſe in me :—you will 
allow me — 


5 C = 3 Dou. 
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thaps will afliſt me in the dif- 
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time to reflect on what you deſire. 


26 The My/terieus' Bliſband. | 
Donn. 12 means: T would not take your 
friendſhip by ſurprize. One thing I ſhould naturally 
ha ve ſtated to * before; but ſince I entered your 
Lordſhip's houte, ] have been informed of a circum- 
ſtance, that makes the mention of it a matter of 
ſome embarraſſment, ' e b. 
Loxp D. What may that cireumſtance be? 
Donau. I underſtand you have the happineſs to 
call'a Lady yours, whom I had once the audacity 
to aſpire to ;——Miſs Travers I am told is Lady 
nant, be a | 
Loxy D. How is ſhe intereſted in this buſineſs ? 
Don. Your Lordſhip having been privy to my 
paiſion for your moſt amiable 1 2 allow - 
ed to ſay to you, that it was my firſt paſſion and will 
be my laſt, Her uncle's oppoſition, and her better 
deſtiny, traverſed my too ambitious hopes, and re- 
ſerved her to a worthier choice; Though there was 
ſomething harder than I could have expeRed in her 
manner of diſmiſſing me, fi; upon refleQion, I 
eannot.condemn the lady, who had prudence to ve- 
| an inſolent pretender with the ſcorn he merited : 
nay, I am vain enough to flatter myſelf, her uncle 
dictated expreſſions that did not originate with her: 
be that as it may, I have bequeathed my fortune 
to her upon failure of my ſiſter and her heirs. 
Lon D. Aſtoniſhing! when did you take this 
reſolution? J ht INT. 
Donn. When I was far enough from thinking I 
ſhould ever ſee her more; after the adios, when I 
was deſpaired of from my wounds: and though I 
do not wiſh your Lordſhip to this to Lady 
venant, I hope it will be a motive with you for un- 
dertaking the-truſt, when ſo dear à part of you has 
an eventuaF-intereft mit, bined 
Loxp D. 80 dear a oy me! Tis plain that 
ſhe is ſuch'to you; and that her refuſal has not yet 
extinguiſhed your affeRion. ar. 
Donau. No, my Lord, her honour and her 
happineſs are till as dear to me as my owny no 
other object ean ever interpoſe to draw off uy at- 
, g N tachment: 
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tachment.: having. once had iche honour of bei 
regarded by her, I cah never:deſeend to think o 
any other woman; and hope; Lhaye already con- 


vineed your Lordſhipr-that/ ſo far from bearing en- 


ity to the h man who: 'p« 
to that the objeQ df her and the friend of 
my life is one and the fame 1 therefore 
once again „ my ſiſter alſo into 
your protection; and you will then have in charge 


every thing I hold dle earth, 
— RD 5. This „ that 


I muſt wonder on what grounds ydb reſt a confi- 
dence in me ſo full and ſo implicit. 

Dou. To (ay the truth, I follow Lady Dave- 
nant's choice ; perſuaded I may truſt my intereſts 
where ſhe repoſes hers. 0 os 82 

Loxpd D. But ſuppoſe, for a moment, that 
compulſion, and not choice, determined Lady 
Davenant to ally herſelf to me. 

Donau. Impoſſible! PII, not ſuppoſe it for a 
moment, Ni 8 « . 4 
Lon D. Nay; let me put à ſtronger caſe —— 
Suppoſe this idol ot your ſoul ſhould raiſe no eeſta- 
cies in mine —— What if this angel of perfection 
ſmould to me appear the moſt indifferent af women ? 
n plainer words, what would you ſay, if 
Lon Davenant was the objeQ of my fd aver- 

n | L Q-4 . n 

Dou. What would I ſay but 1 for bear, 
and underſtand ſuch ſuppoſitions as a civil intima · 
tion that tis time I took my leave 
| Loxp D. Oh, by no means: Vve mich to ſuy to 

ou. ns 
— * Some other time: Fe troubled you 
too long already. IE haſtily, 
; . a | OC. 4 NOTTS 


_— — % W 5 - 
Lord Dawvenant,. 1 © 
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ber, I rejoice 


Ll 


- Lox» D. Curſed be the hour in vieh. wrong d 
this man! What a clear ſpirit! what alofty ſoul'! 
There is a ſtatelineſs and grace in virtue, which 

C 3 guilty 
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guilty pri pride oan never imitate.——'Sdeath | how 1 
elf! Damnation what a wretch I am? 
If I bad worlds,.Fd gige them to be free —— Vain 
lamentation lu remorſe N no man think 
to take on flep/in'\infamy; then retract 
lmpoflible — precipice 24 no degrees 
down; down he falls at once, ren. into the fa- 
thomleſs abyſe, eee a, (Exit, 

2 1 vyad nod iw oy © | 
SCENE ** w the Apartment of Marianne, 
0 b „ien 6 . 


 Mariame enters haſtily, 


Man; Where hall 1 hide myſelf? He's inthe 
houſe What ſhalld fp —— How fhall 1 * 
to tes him — Wretched, wretched woman! 

1 i 10 424 Lie A lu. 
179 122 od 50 
Enter Clurles od her, 
þ 7 nge 10h I 3 

Cr. D. Joy to my — my weite l 
my Heaven defend me! what's the matter? 
Why are you iti tears? My life! my foul! what 
alls thee ?——Apſwer me, or I ſhall nk with a 
preheahong 11-1211 | 

Man. Alas, my deareſt friend, no more my 
huſband ] 

Carr. D. What do you mean ? 1 am in 


* ., 1 
«11 - U. 


= 


agonies. 


. Max: My huſband i is alive ; I have ſeen TRY 

Carr. D. What then am1? 

MAR. Ruind, diſgrac'd, betray'd cond; 1 
the cauſe. 

Carr. D: Oh, inſupportable and killing iroke f 
ean there be miſeay more deep than this? By 

eaven, Hl not refign you. Villian, deceiver as 
he is, he cannot claim what he has faithleſsly 
abandon'd ; and, if he does, my ſword ſhall ſtrike 
him dead. Blat bi, eternal juſtice ! burſt un- 
derneath bis feet, and ſwallow ay thau appar” 

ei 1 2% #2 

{ 4 Ma R. 


— 
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„ ng our laſt embrace, 1 do beſeech 
> hs —— rage; it frightens me; your 
are wild ba ve patience, and & * 
elf to bear this cruel ſtroke. _— 

Carr. D Wwhat extinguiſhes. my — 
 deprives me of my reaſon, can 1 help h If you 
have ſeen him, known him, and eonvered with' 
him, direct me where he Ts, and PIT aſſert my 
right; for if be was my farher, by' the Power that 
made me 

Ma. Pray no more: beer _ if polile, with 
ſome compoſure. 

Carr. D., Where did this meeting, paſs? you 
have not left the houſe; 

Man. I ſaw him from my window in his chari) 
ot ; there was a noiſe and uproar in "the ſtreet; 
ſome fray between his ſervants and the driver of 
a hackney carriage: 2 had let down thy glaſs, 
and ſtopt his chariot,” 1 1 2 25 
Carr. D. But are you ſure was he? * a 

Max. Too ſure ; no ſooner did alt 
on his perſon, than terror- ſtruck, a arce my 
ſelf, I ran down to the door, went out, and call'd' 
to him to W for now the — were rt 
ga „ —2 * 7 

ar, D. What did be then? rie : 8 i 

Man. He ſtopt, lookt out, diſcover'd me, 4 
calling eagerly to bis” rann drove furiouſly 
AWa I tf, 4 $a It 

— D. Infamons vreteh! abuſer of your 
unprotected innocence ! 1 — that counter- 
— piety, ſtole into the ſanctuary of virtue; and 
robbe the altar of its holieſt relick Il never 
lik'd bis ſtory; always thought his ſanctifed ap- 
proaches, under cloak of mock ' benevolence and 
pity, were ſuſpicious: then his gpretended”-death; 
and the inſerutable darkneſs ſucceeding it, were 
roofs demonſtrative of fraud. *My ite - upon't, 

e is ſome titled profligate, Have you os backs 
to trace him by the equipage; arms] liverigs ? 


ue him to detection. 


did you not note them — the earth |: will 


Max, 
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Man, 1 was incapable of ſuch remarks ; I have 
ſent my ren cg Ls — 1 
e was ga endid, tis e it may 
hw aft wo what enſues, when it is — 
—»Jiftrattion, death Ob, leave me, Charles, 
renounce me, baniſh my misfortunes from your 


thonghts, and may ſome, happier. woman—— 


CAr T. D. Madneſs is in the thought: never 
will I forfake thee ; deter by all that's ſacreg, 
whilſt I live, will I acknowledge any other wife: 


thy embrace is center'd all my happineſs —— 
here, here, my lovely Marianne, I will both live 
ie | | 


Max, Alas, my deareſt Charles, altho' my 


foul doaty on you, can I for your ſake ſuffer jt t—— 


_ I for my own? b 94% Ze 
| Carr, D. Are you not then my wife? who 
ſhall - oppoſe it? you any other huſband 7? 
Let the world's laws interpret as may, by right 
of Heaven's decree you are mine: let him that 
forge the lye, fall by the lye, What if the te- 
of his death were falſe you thought 
them true; and in perſuaſion of their truth, — 
married: therefore he's dead to you, tho he ſur- 
vives to villany he huſband is extinct, tho' the 
impoſtor lives. 9 6 5 c 
Man. For me, who am the child of ſorrow, 
friendlefs and obſcure, the world's opinions are no 
rule of right; Heaven and my conſcience give 
the law to me——but oh !. to fink your fame and 
fortune, bury all your ſplendid — * 2 active 
talent —— it is not to be thoug 2 no, your 
friends, your family, your country claims you: 
misfortune is my birth-rightz; I am encompaſs'd 
with a ſphere of wretchedneſs, and every one is 
blighted that approaches me: an orphan in the 
cradle ; one brave youth, one dear beloved: bro- 
er, was the cordial of my life———of him per- 
ps | am bereft. | 


Carr D. No, 133 reftores him to you ; 
this ſad accident ſo filled my thoughts, or | bad — 
- 1 er 
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er told you the good tidings of your brother. Dor- 
mer's arriv'd, | 
Man. Ia hd 
Carr. D. He isarriv'd, and crown d with | 
crown'd with fortune; you are the ſiſter of a hero, 
who will ſtand —. in his country's: bragtiteſt 
atnals : intereſt might ſolicit your alliance; pride 
might boaſt of it ; even miſers now might court the 
filter of the wealthy Dormer. TY 

| Max, Then I will got deſpair: amidſt the 
clouds and darkneſs of my fate, Heaven yet ſhall vi- 
ſit me with one bright gleam of dove 
Carr. D. Yes, we ſhall ftill-be; happy; I feel 
my ſpirits lighten 3 my love to ydu is not 4 brutal 
heat; tis founded on 2 of your mind; 
brigh tend, but not blinded, by the: charms of your 
perſon, 9 to act ; to Dormer, to m 
father, to the world Iwill ayow my claim; 1 ſee 
your brother, join him in dragging forth to light this 
dark Myfterious Huſband. To this L pledge wy 
word ; till this be done, however painful the {i 
penſe, however dear the ſacrifice; 1 am your friend, 
not huſband Come, come then, thou ſoft affliction, 
quiet thy diftraQed thoughtz—all things will picks! 


* + 
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End of the Second A C T. 
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Enter Lord Davenant and: ee 
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LoD D. Tell you, tis impoſſible, I am be- 

I ſet, CT broad, full-fac'd in- 
famy now ſtares upon me, If all the de mons that are 
leagu'd in miſchief ſate in <ouncilifor my reſcue 
Hell and its advocates have no reſource to ward off 
my detection. | 


PAS ET. 


34 The \Myfterious\ Huſband. 
FIer. | Lwould 8 es, of this 


before. 

Lon D. Pry thee forbear b . 
heart ilallcient foe that — is my La- 
i « 30 vn 54 356 , 44-7 ö D 9 

PRG Tr. In her chamber. l 121 L * N d 


»+Loxp D. Alones?s?s?s [2 
„ /Pxcoer:; I think for i Data? tn 


Loxp D. Would ſhe were * grave IU 


think of that—the ſight of Marianne, 2. limpſe I 
aa tcht this morning of her beauties, fatal-alt it 
be, has ſlir d the flame afreſh: it ——— me; 
horror cannot quench it z——Dormer's return, his pre- 


| fence, hiwreproaches can't extioguiſh-it ; not even 


bis ſword, -tho'-it-transfixt my he art. Rut] forget to 
aſk: you what intelligence you've gatberd. An 1 
diſcovered d is my name out in the affair? 
» Pact T1 do not hnd it is] and if you wiſbie 
— ty yon muſt rake inſtant mes ſures with Sir 
ar 
— by and will lead diſcovery to Hows 
Loa — Te him you! mean-=and that's to me; 
Can bit him in front, and ſkulł hehlad his friends: 


d coprard ? will he permit it think you'd» 
Ne an I I iet no evaſion left— now, what's 
TO F JA bart v4 N v4 

Enter Servant. 
SERV, My Lord, Sir Edmund Travers is be- 


low, 
LoD D. Addr him-Aoa ting blabkhead ! blind 
fool ! that cannot ſee the ſun at noon, for that is not 


more glaring in it's full meridian, than the apparent 


miſery that Be ita gone! — Paget. 


. os 5 ' n 1 
gu ere, p da, I've news for you. 3 
Lone D. "Dormer's arrived. lim ai Bu! 


- 9.27 18! 151 * ; ! SYAR : $3& C3 ha 1 Inn : 
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arlow and his ſervants; hie equipa ge 4s 


„ 
- * 


The Myſterious Huſband.. 35 
Sin Epm, How your wit jumps! © 
Lon D. Pie news for you. A ſecret 
you'll keep it. n ** 

Six Ep. Oh! upon honoun !! 

Lo xb D. Nay, as you will, for this it i- we 
are two ſorry knaves 478 

Sin Epm, Who! you and I? 

LoD D. Exactly ſo: * as perfect as ini» 
quity e er matcht, We trick'd this marriage neat- 
ly; did we not ?—fine cheats, to paſs theſe letters 
off upon your niece and Dotmer—neat forgeries they 
were ; and precious gulls the lovers, to be trapp'd 

ſa readily. But you are ſecret now; true to the 
gang; you did not blab this to Lady Davenant ? 

S1x Enm.. What do you mean? I blab it! I 
to Lady Davenant ! | ly | | 

,Loxp D. You. If you dare, deny it. 

Six Ep. Deny it! no, I cannot abſolutely 
deny it; but who could think ſhe would be foot 
enough to broach it ? La Gn a bat 
Lon D. The firſt that broach'd it was the 
fool. You've ſet the miſchief running; now drain 
the bitter cup of your affliction to its loweſt and its 
fouleſt dregs, Dormer ſhal} know the plot, which 
hand in hand we've praQis'd to deceive him. The 
Paſſion which was dead in him ſhall riſe again: 'VIl 
urge them on, enflame them to renew'd deſires; and, 
when their ſlimulated hearts ruſh to forbidden tran- 
ſports, then, in that guilty moment, you and I, like 
brother villains, will ſteal in with filent ſteps, and 
feaſt upon the ruin we have made. ? | 

Six Epu. Oh horrible! you'll not do this. 
LoRD D. Why not? ſuch true bred ſons of 

wickedneſs as we are, have a Juxury in miſchief, 
What do you care? you hate your niece; I exe- 
crate my wife. | | 

Six Epu. Why you are mad ſure ; ſtark mad 
and raving. I hate my niece! you execrate your 
wife! I thought you were the fondeſt pair on earth; 


but 
1 
= 


and for my mece Il | 


Lend D. 


—- —— — Oo” — — — 


a good round lecture: When fo many heads are gone 


Lo np D. Lon ſtole her from an honeſt man, 
and ſold her to a Lord, . Now get you home: weigh 


theſe things well in your diſcerning mind; put truth 


in one ſcale, titles in the other; and, when you've 
Qruck the balance, come and compare accounts with 


me, and we'll divide the gains. IE. 


it 26 ng ihe Edmund Travers. 
| + 1 j 3 


Sin Epm *Tis as I ſaid; the man's beſide him» 
ſelf; out of all line and compaſs of right reaſon: I 
ſaw it in his eyes: the moon's in the mad quarter, 
Tis jealouſy of Dormer: ſheer downright jealouſy, 
and nothing elſe: ſoregad, and that will dot as 
ſoon any thing, He ſaid he'd tell the plot to Dor- 
mer, make them both deſperately ia love afreſh, 
and put them together; a proof of jealoufy:;—he 
ſaid he execrated his. wife; a proof he loves her: 
_ — w_ love and 2 but _— = 

is raids are tumbled topfy-tu ity him 
at Lye heart, I muſt look - 2 ware” this 
Dormer cloſely ;: i I diſcover them at their old 
tricks, I ſhall make bold to read this njece of mine 


aſtray, tis lucky for the world that ſome folks have 
their wits abourt:them, ©  - WII Exit. 


Ie Daumen returns. = 
Load D. I vill not live in torment z nor ſhall 
the preaching of pedantic churchmen fetter this free 
ſpirit in his body, when it is weary of its priſon. 
What know they of an hereafter more than we, who 


"never prov'd it? all is ſpeculation in futurity z and 


he that travels on in miſery, jn the hope or fear of 
what ſhall meet him at his journey's end,. gives up 
his reaſon for a dream, and follows a blind guide he 
knows not whither, and he know not why. 
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1 ; , 

Lab D. 1 — your meditations, 

--Loxp D. You ſhall partake of them—Come, 

I ſhall probe your ſpirit; I ſhall bring you to con- 

feſſion ere we part: is it not'a miſerable life we 

have paſs'd together ? is it not a curſed one ? 
.Lavpy D. It might have been more happy. 


Loxp D. How ? what can make harmony of 


diſcord ? how can two hearts be brought together, 
that ſo widely point aſunder ? will the weak bands 
of marriage draw them nearer? No, we were made 
by Heaven ſo adverſe and unlike in our original 
conſtruction, that we may ſafely ſet the rubrick at 
defiance, and without more proceſs, part. 
LADY D. Part! 
LoD D. For ever. 
LAY D. On what plea ? 
- Lonxp D. The beſt and faireſt—mutual aver- 
on, 
LADY D. Of what can you accuſe me? 
LoD D. Of hypocriſy, if you perſiſt to live 
with me: who harbours with the 8 hates ? 
what creature mates with its oppoſite ? Nature pro» 
teſts againſt it. You hate me: come, I know you 
do, and you have cauſe. 

LADY D. Remove that cauſe: break off from 
thoſe bad courſes that degrade a mind not naturally 
degenerate: 'twill be a worthier ſeparation, a more 
laudable divoree'than from an unoffending wife. 
LoD D. Whatif1did? you cannot love me. 

Lavy D. Try: there is virtue in the experi» 
ment at leaſt. | | 

Lo x. D. You love young Dormer ; ia your 
ſoul you love him; what your fooliſh uncle has be- 
tray d, endears him to you more than ever: what ! 
now ſhall tell you, will augment that augmentation, 
and enſtame affection into phrenzy. 
Lad D. Stop then in time. By every ſacred 
name I charge you to forbear: let me be miſerable, 


Lond D. 


but do not make me guilty. 


——— So * 
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Lo RD D. I mean to ſave you both from-miſery 
and guilt —I have conversd with Dormer ; he 
adores you: defeated in his hopes, diſmiſs'd, and 
by our artifices us'd-moſt hardly, ſtill he perſiſts to 
love you. | Nay, the deluded. generous! yavuth, be- 
cauſe l am your huſband, even on me devolves his 
friendſhip and affeQtion : tenders to me the execu+ 
tion of his will--ſolicits me (oh wond'rous teſt of 
confidence !) to take the guardianſhip of Marianne. 
Lavy D. Aſtoniſhing!  _ LOTT 
Loxp D. Yes, 'twere aGoniſhing, if you knew 
all. [Afde,] Nay, there is more he has bequeath'd 
you his whole fortune at his fiſter's death. Now, 
what think you of this man ? now Lady Davenant, 
how do you feel your heart affeQed by, theſe proofs 
of unabating love? „ ' 
LapY D. Deeply, moſt deeply - yet notother- 
wiſe J hope than as becomes your wife 
Loxpd D. Hence with the name ! hence with 
that idle ceremony, to which our bearts were never 
pledg'd; which nature cancels, reaſon diſavows, 
and. we both execrate religiouſly gol where your 
beart invites you: go to —5 with him you 
will be bleſt: with me each day, each hour will 
aggravate your wretchedneſs. 
apy D. Can you be ſerious ? | 
Loxp D. As death. The bitter moments 
have paſs'd are ſweet to thoſe that muſt inevitably 
follow: . 0 F 
Lapy D. My Lord, my Lord, you put too 
- much upon me, when you urge me to a deed: of 
ſuch diſgrace... Your cruelty will ſhortly; bring me 
to my grave, then you'll be free; bur if the pro- 
24 too flow for your impatience, draw forth 
your ſword ; Þ'll ſooner meet its point, than be the 
guilty thing that you would make me. 
Le Curſt be theſe peeviſh ſcruples I By 


the Power that made me, if you will not accord to 


my propoſal, I will render life your torment and 
for that bubble reputation, which prize: ſo 


much above its worth, III blaſt it thro the World.: 


11 0 ©! Fl 
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PI faſten ſhams upon you ; it ſhall haunt. you like 
your ſhadow: ridicule ſhall dp you at the heels: 
abuſe and ſlander bark at you like hounds, and tear 
that virtue, which.is but a cloak, to nakedneſs and 
and when Þ've render'd you thus loathſome to 
bebold, Il take you at your word—bury. my ſword 
a your relentleſs breaſt, and after plunge it in my 
own. | 4 
Lady D. Alas, my Lord, I pity. you, and feel 
more terror for your deſparation than my own dan- 
ger. There muſt be ſomething horrid in your mind, 
more than you have yet diſclos d. \ 
Lozxp D. Perhaps there is, and tis in pity that 

I call upon you now thus earneſtly, thus, for the laſt 


time, to ſave yourſelf, *Tis not by nature 1 am cru- . 
el ; one diſhonourable deed, the impulſe of a guilty bj 

paſſion, has diſtorted all my actions. I would con- 5 
fide it to you, for, | hold you worthy every ſacred . 


Hah ! he is come! bid Captain Dor mer enter. 

Lavy D. Dormer again! then let me go. 

Lox»D D. No, you muſt ſtay: by all that's fa- ' 

cred, you ſhall not departrt. bs [5 
Lavy D. Support me, Heaven! and witneſs | 

for me, that I did not ſeek this interyiew>—'Tis he. | 


LM Tos, = 
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' Enter Dormer ; ſeeing Lady Davenant, he arts, of 
Ion D. Stand not umaz'd > enter: ſhe 1 
whom you ns here : be faded — that once i q 
ou thought ſo fait, is preſent, - Approach | | 43 
y Donn. Yes, if my limbs will Ear aon to | ; 
each ſenſe moſt deat thou beſt of women! ._ 'Y 
| { Adwances 10 her, al 


Loxp D. Add too, unhappieſt ! > 
Lay D. Save me; ſupport me, or I faint. 
I {Dormer ſupports her in his arms. 
Dori. _ help, my Lord ! ſhe faints. 
Lo _ D. —— =_ will _ be * 
your talk ; your right 1s erable ; for you 
lov'd, me the only married. „ 
. D 2 | Dona. 
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40 The" Myſterious Huſband. 
Doxm. Can you look on untmoy's 2 7! nt 
Loxp D. How ſhould' you know what ' moves 
and paſſes here? I am the author of this interview * 
Alt is the tribute of atonement. T'am' the man 


who counterfeited that letter that'difmiſy'd you from 


your hopes: the ſhip my intereſt procured for you, 
my jealouſy provided —Now, if you wiſtrdeftruQion 
to your ſiſter, give her in charge to me. 


oxm. To infamy as ſoon, © Return, and meet 


your death. [ Lord Dawenant is going. 

Loxp D. Before you take my life, recover 
her's: when you've done that, I ſhall be found: 
mean time I Jeave with you my pledge. [Exit, 


LADY D. [recovering] What's that? where am 


1? ah! [looking on Dormer, rie. O Dormer, 
Dormer! - = ls: 2 2% 
Doku. Speak to me: unload your burthen' d 
heart; be candid to a friend, whoſe very ſoul is 
3 ua 
LADY D. I had determin'd never to have ſeen 
you more. " 4 
Dox u. O exemplary woman ! even that I could 
have borne, had you been happy; but that monſter 
ſhall not live. doh Nu 
LADY D. Hold, hold! you muſt not dra 
your ſword upon Lord Davenant. | 
Dorm. Not draw my ſword! my wrongs and 
Your redreſs will ſanQify revenge: 'twere criminal 
to let him live- * 4 i (4 SAC 
LADY D. What! ſhall I be a party in the af- 
ſaſſination of my huſband 7—I tell you, Dornier, if 
you ever draw your ſword upon him, from that mo- 
ment ] renounce you; never will I ſee you, ſpeak of 
you, or in meditation call you to remembrance, but 
with horror, © d N Fes. 
Doxm, Not when he dares me to it? 4 
Lady D. Nerer in any caſe, by any call or 
provocation, if you ha ve love or pity ſor me left. 
Doku. If 1 hiye love Il. oh, if the awful pre- 
ſence of your virtue did not check my tongue, I 
ſhould have told you at your feet my uncontrolſd 
| | affection 


_ , 4 @__ 7 
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affection- If 1 have love, Louiſa ! notwithſtanding 
you fu pos d unkindneſs, ſpite of all the artifices 
raQis 
as ſtil] been your's : to the world's utmoſt limits l 
ha ve carried your beloved image, the compani 
of each day, and the viſion of each night: to the ve- 
ry gates of death it has attended me; it has.chear'd 
me in ſickneſs, cover'd me in battle, and been the 
guiding ſtar, by which I ſhap'd my courſe. 
Lavy D. O Dormer, was it light affliction to 
a heart like mine to be depriv'd of all it held moſt 
dear ? In the moment of my diſappointment, when 
you, as I believed, renounc'd me, and departed 
without ye a8" in that agony and confli& of my 
mind did they aſſail me, urge, compel me to a mar- 
riage with Lord Davenant. Why ſhould I accuſe 
him of unkindneſs ? What could ſuch a match pro- 
duce but miſery ?—the efforts that I made to pleaſe 
him, though they coſt me dear, could not impoſe on 
his ſagacity ; the labour'd taſks of duty poorly coun» 
terfeit the genuine glow of love, | 
Doxm. Now then, Louiſa, ſince your tyrant 
muſt eſcape -utpuniſh'd, what do you reſolve on ? 
when he has left you to the world, where will you 
ſeek a ſhelter 2? 64 
Lavy D. Where can I ſhelter, but in my for- 
mer aſylum ? 171 
Doku. Go to the wretch that ſacrificed you | 


No: what is this rigid arbiter, propriety, by whoſe 


decrees you are thus blindly govern'd ?—what is 


this worldly idol, to whoſe, bloody altars we muſt ' 


offer up our lives ? 


Lavy D. What would:you have me do? where 


would you have a wretched wife reſort ? 


Doku. Is there no friend, whoſe faithful heart 


is your's — what have | done, that I muſt bela ſe- 

eond. time excluded? I have a ſiſter ; may noi, ſhe 

receive you ?—my fortune now is ample oh, re» 

flect upon my ſufferings, give me what honour can 

beſtow—l aſk no more. . 
Lavy D. What ſhall I ſay ? 


D 3 | Don u, 


o eſtrange you from me, my unalter d heart 


— 
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- Don, Do you ſtill love me? © © 
LIV D. 


ou „ 5 ä 
Heaven and its bleſſed angels guard 
your life ! * 4 5.2514 177 of 3 
Dou. Do youſtill love me ? 
Labor D. ' Dearer than life nfelf, * 


'Donm, Give me a noble ETSY 
Larry D. What wou'd you have me do? | 
Donn. Thus, thus for ever let me glaſp you 
to my heart'!)—here let me hold you, This be your 
aſylum ! deſtin'd for each other, wedded in our 
fouls, Heaven, — has — * _ —— 
our pri vil embrace. Spoibd of my heart's 
— Tn my Louiſa, by that dear loyd name, 
thus thus l elaim thee :z—now no tyrant buſband, no 
baſe fordid uncle ſhall divide us more. | 


| Enter Sir Edmund Travers, unperceiv/d. 
Sin ken. Say you fo, Sir ? Fil try chat point 
with you or Bm —— your family ! 


is this & ſituation for a wife to be found in? 
< wag D. No, I confeſs it our reproof is 


70 u Epm. Well, Sir, and this is honourable 
eonduQ, 2 — 4 le Dormer.) © 
Donn Sir Edmund Travers, I wou'd 'recom- 
mend it to you to keep your oon temper, and not 
—— upon mine too far: And let me tell you, 
iy, Mere is a mean and tricking quality in all you 
do, When hearts Ike ours are rent afunder by de- 
viee and eunning—when forgery's baſe artifice is 
-calFd' in aid to ſeparate affections, they will meet 
again, in ſpite-of Hell itſelf: And if you ba ve ſtol- 
en by ſorprize upon that tender moment, when the 
molt rigid virtue ſoftens to endearment, beware of 
falſe concluſions; nor from the foulneſs of your own 
imagination, judge of ours, 101 


811 
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8 Epw. Fine talking! but as I have not out- 


lid my ſenſes ; am in poſſeſſion of my eyes and 


ears; and have unluckily fome intereſt in the repu- 
tation of my own niece, I ſhall take the liberty of 
appealing to Lord Davenant againft ſuch proceed 


> Bon W. Madam, I do beſeech andeceive 
your uncle; I ſuſpect he does not know the treat- 
ment you-receive ; he could not elfe thus obſtinately 
perſiſt to ruin you. KEN BOY 
Len D. Leave us together then, and I will 
fpeak: retire into that room —uay, I requeſt you 
win. [Exit Der mer.] Now give me patient bear- 
ing :— tis not from conſciouſneſs of guilt, nor to 
avoid & fair diſeuſſiom of my ſentiments for Cap- 
tan Dormer, I Weed wilh you to deſiſt ; but from 
4 kuowledge, which you have not, of Lord Dave. 
nant's diſpoſition, You think him à kind huſband: 
— becauſe Ie troubled you with no - complaints, 
think ve none to make: you are in an error; 
and ſo long as error caus'd content, I Jeft'you in it ; 
now that it would lead to miſery, | warn you of 
its danger, My Lord and I are upon the point to 
rt: hitherto he has no ſhadow of complaint againſt 
me ; if you-refolve to give him one, give this, xe- 
t this indifcretion, ſwell it into criminality ; per- 
Laps ben thank you for the office ; but the time 
will come, when you'll reproach yourfelf, 
* $1x Eny. And this you think will blind me; 
you miftake, 1 fee your drift; I know you are 
unhappy with your Lord, but I alfo know it is your 
attachment to Dormer, and his retur that make 
fo; Lord Davenant told me fo himſelf;-the 
It is all your own; you have driven him mad, 
Now therefore, if you wilt ſolamnly engage your 
word to me never to fee Dormer again, III flifle 
what is paſt; I'll ſtilf acknowledge you, prote 
you, and if Lord Davenant then — 145 you, FI 
receive you in my houſe Now what do you ſay? 


F put you to the proof. * i 
Lavy D, 


of 


44 The Myſterious Huſband.” 

LADY D. Tis fairly offer'd; but if ey 
earthly comfort was in your diſpoſal, and — cou d 
only be obtain d by my renouncing abſolutely and 
for ever all future friendly intercourſe wh that 
much injur'd man, I wou'd rejedt em on ſuch 
terms. when I've ſaid this, I muſt implore you 
not to paſs unfair conſtructions on my / reſolution ; 
for if Jou can ſtill ſuſpect me, I will ledge my 
honour to you, never to receive his viſus, but in 


* 


yours or other company: — will that content ou? 
Sis Epu. No, no, my Lady, nor-cajole. me 


neither; you'll not put out my eyes with duſt ; No- 
thing but abſolute renunciation of that villain will 
ſerve me. 1 "TY | 


— 


Lanr D. Villain! do yon call him.yillain? ? 


Six Eon. You'll find him ſuch to you, incor- 
rigible !-—nay, I can now perſuade myſelf you 

WM.. TTY ts 11066 + we 

Lanv D. To my Lord then with,what diſpatch 
you pleaſe, Here comes your judge; prefer your 
charge againſt me; I'Il abide it, rt big 


Enter Lord Davenant. 


SIX EDu. Tis well you are come, my Lord: 
I hope you will give me now a patient hearing. 
Loxd D. With ſuch attention as a man, not 
over-ſtor d with patience, can command, I am 
prepar'd to hear you: When laſt we met, you took 


me in a haſty moment; if I have offended you, 


—_— it to infirmity, and now proceed, 
is EDM, So, ſol he's quiet now; his phrenzy 
comes by fits. [Afide.] When I beſtow'd this la- 
dy's hand in marriage to your Lordſhip, I had hope 
I gave you what would make your life a happy one; 
had it prov'd otherwiſe, I truſted that the fault 
wou'd not be hers ; for ſhe was born of worthy pa» 
rents, carefully brought up, and educated in the 
habits of obedience, | | 
Loxy D. 80 much by way of preface; now 
to the point, 


SIA 
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Six Epu. Tho' ſhe is under the dominion of 
a huſbang, fill, as her uncle and her guardian, I 
am intereſted in her conduct; and when I meet her 
on the road to ruin when I ſurpriſe her lock'd in 
the embraces of a lover I hold it point of ho- 
nour thus to bring her face to face, and put you 
on your guard. f | 

Loxp D. Lock'd in the embraces of a lover! 
of what lover? I 

Sin EDM, Dormer, | 

Loxy D. Do you call him a lover? 
SR Ep. Can you make that a queſtion? was 
he not ever ſuch ?!——you know he was. She'll 
not deny it ; queſtion her yourſelf, TA 

Lok D D. I will not trouble you, Madam, with 
many interrogatories: be pleaſed to anſwer plainly, 
It is objected to you by your uncle that you love 
young Dormer, h 

Lavy D. I have cauſe, ' 
Stn EDM. Aſtoniſhing aſſurance! Have not I 
forbade you: 

Loxp D. Be patient, if you pleaſe Lou 
loved him before you married me. 

LADY D. Iown it. 

Loap D. You was trepanned into a marriage; 
not only forgery was employed, but force. Had 

— left to chooſe, you would have choſen 

ormer, preferrebly to all mankind? | , 

LADY D. I ſh6uld. U 
Lo aD D. And was IL now to die 
Li D. Ibeg yon not to put that queſtion ? 

Loxp D. I ſhall forbear ;——1t does not need 
an anſwer.— Why, what a criminal you make 
yourſelf, Sir Edmund —— Lou an uncle! you & 
guardian you to conſpire and league againſt a 
ward, whoſe happineſs you had in charge For 
my-ſhare in the fraud, 1 do repent it from my ſoul ; 
but I have ſome excuſe her beauty, fortune, 
were. temptations in my way; ambition, avarice, 
defires might urge me on: mine was an. intereſted 
baſeneſs, yours a natural depravity ! 


81 
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Sia Bou. 'Heyday ! the fir's returned; «you are 
mad again: one and all mad. Tis the diſtemper 
of the times: it runs through the nation; heltebore 
can't ſtop it. * er | 
"Loxp D. Fly then before the infection catches 
vou; keep the ſmall wits you have at home, nor 
thruſt yourſelf into the ſphere of dur infanity. 


When did yon ever hear that interference between 


man and wife was thankfully received, or profitably 
anſwered any uſeful purpoſe ? | wy 
Sis Epm. A word with you, madam, before 
we part: — Whatever happens, dont come near my 
doors; look not for your aſylum there. [Exit. 
—— D. — bens RT _- me 
to lead to your cha : your exha Irits 
muſt dendend repoſe, Give wid your hand, Firs 


End of thethird A C T. 
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SCENE, an Apartment in Lord Duvediznt's Heaps 


| CITY | wg YA At 
Dav. F-HAVE now, Captain Dorner, told 
| I you without reſerve 'theowholej as it has 
paſs'd between your ſiſter and myſelf, to ihe mi- 
mateſt-oircumftance ; and I wait your anſwer, with- 
out fcreſeeing what that may be; for bitherto 


your. ſilence has been ſuch as gives no hglit1o gueſs 
- at your opinion. 18. a 


Dou. I have heard your ſtory with the deepeſt 
attention, for it involves the fortune of an or- 
phan ſiter, in whoſe ha ppineſs I am oloſely imereſt- 
ed and of whoſe reputation I am the rigbiſul pro- 
tector. ö * | a , 
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Da. If you find any cauſe- for diſcontent in 
my. proceeding, tell it mme. 1 
RM. I find no cauſe whatever for complaint; 

but many many proofs I find of generous manly 
honeſty ;-—and thus with open arms I take you 


to my heart, and lodge: you there zill it all ceaſe - 


to beat, When I've ſaid this, I muſt 'confeſs to 
you there are ſome painful incidents in your rela- 
tion, My ſiſter's marriage in Flanders I muſt con · 
fider as precipitate and raſh; the evidence of 
Brooke's diſeaſe at Paris was too readily admitted; 


and the now diſtreſsful flate of your engagement | 


might have been avoided. by thoſe obvious precau- 
tions which your intereſt. pointed out. Your mar- 
tage alſo is clandeſtine z ſuch are rarely happy 
and tho Lord Davenant's conſent would be no re- 
commendation of it to me, methinks it ſhould have 
been an indiſpenſable preliminary to you.— 

Dav. Ifeel the force of all you ſay, The vehe- 
mence of my affection may have out-ſtept pru- 
dence, and my want of confidence in my father may 
have violated duty, but towards your lovely ſiſter I 
ſould hope I ſtand without reproach. 

Dorm, I cannot doubt your honour, and you'll 


ſuffer me to add, there does not live a man on earth I 
ſhould. be ſo proud to call my brother, Here we 


muſt pauſe—till we have trac'd the villain out who 
has abus'd her confidence, and by a feign'd deceaſe 
plung'd her and you in this diſtreſs and doubt, no 
ſelf· indulging paſſion muſt be ſuffer'd to complete 
—— ſuſpended marriage — this promiſe you will 
make | g 

Dav. And keep religiouſly—Asz for diſcovery, 
his equipage I hope will fead to that, , 
Donn. Perhaps it will; if that_ſhould be the 
caſe, remember, Captain Davenant, tis to me 
he muſt account, Now [1 go to my ſiſter, 

Dav. Do ſo:—l am ſure I need not warn you to 
ſpeak tenderly to Marianne: commend me to her, 

er her gentle ſpirits, and 9 if poſſible, her 

anxious thoughts in this uneaſy er | 
| Doane 
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Donn In do my beſt; but Mill my heart is 
heavy. Fare you well! Ei. 


Enter Lady Davenant. 


£ Law D. Was not that Pormet ? 
Dv. It was. 

Is = D. You have told him of your | wer- 

ria 
AV. I have. = 

Lavy D. Well, and how paſs'd'it ? Pm impa- 
tient to be told chat you at leaſt are happy. 

Dav. Happy! alag— - "4 

Lavy D. What ails you? what has Aae 
ed you you have no miſanderſtanding ſure with 
Dormer? 

Dav. With Dormer none. 

Lavy D. Your father then? 

- Dav. I have not ſeen him: this it is:—! told 
you Marianne had made a former marriage in Flan- 
ders ; that her huſband after three months left her 
went to Paris, and there died, She thought herſelf 
a widow ; till this morning after I had left you, and 
with tranſport flew to embrace my bride, I found 
her bath'd in tears and agoniz'd with grief 5—the 
impoſtor had deceiv'd her 3 he was living —ſhe had 
ſeen her huſband. ' 

LADY D, Oh horrible! her huſband ling! 
——how have you ſupported it? what is become 
of her; of Dormer PPP. wil this affliction 
end .. 

Dav. 3 not ; I am now in ſearch of the 
betrayer. 

LADY D. Have you no elue to trace him by? 

DAv. I think we have; and from a circum- 
ſtance that I omitted to ae now ? 
what news? 

[4 de enters, and ſpeaks a fe to Dube. 

Lary D. Poor Davenant! how I pity thee! 
ſure. I had weight ſufficient of aMiQion. - How ſhall 
a ſorrow-broken' heart ſupport ſuch averwhelming 


grief? 


Dav. | 


” - U2DD0o0g ay=_ovtl go =© 


-” 


" ſoul a moment ſhou'd not paſs before m 
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Da. [To the Servant,] Go to your Lady: tell 
her all is well, You'll figd her brother with her 
Captain Dormer ; take him aſide, and tell him to re- 


| 2 to me without a moment's loſs: your diligence 


Il be rewarded, Go: make haſte. [Exit Servant, 
Now the diſcovery's out—1 told you Marianne had 
ſeen her huſband ; his chariot paſſing her window 
was ſtopt by accident in the ſtreet ; the mob and 
clamour uſual on ſuch occafions attracted her notice 
and that of the neighbours; my ſervant now informs 
me 'twas the equipage of Sir Harry Harlow. 
Lavy D, at do you ſay? Sir Harry Har- 
low's !==no ; it muſt not be. Revoke that word, 
Dav. Revoke it! why ſhould I revoke it? no, 
Pl drag him to detection. | | 
_ Lavy D. When did this paſs, do you ſay ? was 
it this morning, after you ſaw me ? 
Dv. It was: 1 told” you that before: What 
STE ſo deeply for Sir Harry Harlow ? 


La D. What intereſts me | what —0 Char- 
es forbear to queſtion me—it ſtabs my heart ;—l 
do beſeech you leave me to myſelf ;—It turns my 

brain. Give me a minute's recollection 
| [Walks afide, 


Dav. Now by my foul, tis very ſtrange: it 
ſtaggers me. Suſpicions force upon me: nothing is 
more evident than her diſorder : it fmote her like a 
ſtroke of death—nay, tis moſt palpable : her eyes 
are ſtaring wild with horror. Ah! tis ſo ; ſhe loves 
him, Curſe upon him! he has prevail'd with her 
too. Heavens I what a character is overthrown ! 

| | Wy [Ad. 

Lay D. Charles, Charles, Jon muſt be pe 
tient in this buſineſs. Do not truſt your information 
too implicitly ; nor hurry on an explanation that 
you may repent of, - ff 

Dav. Muſt | be patient, Madam ? muſt I | 


mit the direſt villain to ſurvive ?—and do you plead 


mer not to take up this affair, without him, by my 


word 
ſhou d make its paſſage to the traitor's heart 
E Lavy D. 


for him ?—no, if my honour was not pledg'd by ay 
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LAY D. What traitor's heart ? you muſt not 
call him traitor, f | 

Dav. Amazement! Lady Davenant, you con- 

| found me :—'tis too flagrant, Have I not proof cer- 

1 tain ? | : 


LADY D. No, no; I tell you, wretched man, 
you haye no proof—and when you haye— | 


Dav. at then why then I'd drag him from 
ts altar: ſtab him, tho' your fond arms protected 
1 Im, ' ' 


LADY D. You don't know what you ſay. 


you, alas! whom this confuſion painfully betrays ; 
you, whom a fatal weakneſs forces to protect the 
blackeſt of mankind, By Heaven that gave me life, 
I thought you. late a miracle of truth and goodneſs ; 
* ILapproach'd you with a reverence that border d on 
idolatry, I leave you now with mournful pity and 
regret ; I go, becauſe I can no longer bear to be 
ſpeRator of the fall of ſuch exalted virtue. Exit. 


Lady Davenant. 


Lavy D. Loſt, loſt, for ever loſt —go, miſęr- 
able youth ; enjoy the reſpite of a ſhort miſtake; 
the moment that clears up my innocence, lets fall 
deſpair on thee : what a tremendous ſcene will that 
vnfold ! a father -huſband to thy wife I—It muſt be 
ſo: a multitude of circumſtances now confirm it; 
this, this it is that ſolves the myſtery of his unna- 
tural conduct: this is the latent dagger of his mind: 
this is his horror: this the injury ſo unatoneable to 
Dormer. The very hour in which he took Sir Har- 
ry's equipage ; his journey to the continent ; his ſtay 
abroad, and his long ſilence, whilſt in abſence from 
me, riſe in horrible array, a hoſt of witneſſes, de- 
poſing to the dreadful truth. Inextricable diſtreſs ! 
what can be done? I ſee no light: — Fate labours 
as with mother's pangs, and the fell babe of horror, 
hell-begotten, preſſes to the birth—Pather of mer- 
cies, give me thy ſupport ! —- Without there ! who 
attends ? | 
X 3 | Emer 


| Dav. Tis you that ſay you know not what — tis 


F 
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4 '. Enter. Servant. | 
Lord ſtill at home? $52 
E AMV. My Lord is in the library with Sir Harry 
Harlow, | | 
Lavy D. Has Captain Davenant been there? 
Sezav, No, Madam, he has this moment left the * 
houſe, _ | 2 
Lap Y D. Run to my Lord, tell him to give no- 
body admittance till | have ſeen him; and deſire 
7 Sir Harry Harlow to come hither immediately. 
1 Servant.] I am not in the fault: I have not 


en him to this deſperate act. Be witneſs for 
A me, truth, I have not wilfylly occaſion'd his diſguſt, 
2 but ſtudied to my utmoſt to obey and pleaſe him. 
fo If by Sir Harry's means I can hold off this fatal ex- 


4 planation, till Lord Davenant takes his meaſures, 
an interview perhaps may be avoided that is horrible 
to think of“ ſent to you, Sir Harry, | 


Enter Sir Harry Harlow, 


- Stn H. H. I flew with ardour at your ſummons ; 

and I await your pleaſure, with a heart that throbs 

1 to ſerve you—with a heart, dear Lady, that can 
only ceaſe to love, when it ſhall ceaſe to beat, 

L avy D. Tis well; I mean to put your friend- 
ſhip to the proof. 2 £208 

; iz H. UH. Friendſhip indeed | but call it by 

what name you will; my life is yours; command 


4 it to what ſe you ſee fit, 

1 Lady b. Tray Moat miſtake yourſelf or me— 
You lent your chariot to my Lord this morning ?— 

4 811 H. Madam }— | 22 

1 -Layy D. Come, come, F know you did: I 

1 ſaw it at my door: I ſaw him enter ĩt. — 

5 81 H. H. Then I muſt not diſpute the point 

ö with you ;—to any other queſtion I yield no anſwer. 

oF Lary D., Till be a ſervice moſt eſſential to 

5 my happineſs, if will eonſent to ſcreen Lord 


Davenant for a while ; I wou'd"not put this an you, _ 
# { ; E 2 > but 


r 


* 


= 
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but for moſt preſſing reaſons ; nor do 1 mean that 
any riſque or imputation thenee _ ſhou'd ulti- 


mately fall on you : therefore, I do be for 
an hour or ſo that you will be inviſible to all enqui- 
ries, but above all to Captain Dormer and Charles 
Davenant, Retarn not to my Lord, but quit this 
houſe immediately; and if I might prevail, you 
ſhou'd not enter your own for ſome time; they'll 
ſeek you there, and if their fury ſhall compel you to 
an explanation, I muſt tremble for the conſequences. 

SIX H. H. Moſt amiable of women —1 2 
ceiye your drift: you a& too nobly by an unde ſesv- 
ing huſband ; but I make no appeal; implicitly 1 
ſhall obey, becauſe tis your command ;—and tho' 
my life were made the ſacrifice, what were more 
glorious than to die for you ?P-—one word, one kind 
approving look can overpay the purchaſe ; grunt 
that before we part, and at your feet I dedicate for 
ever to your ſervice my devoted heart. 


Enter Davenant haſtily, follywed by Dorer. 


Day, Villain, ſtand up, and anſwer me. Now, 
— now will you believe me 7 Have we found 
ou Sir? | 72 
Y Doku. Draw, wretch, for I am Dormer, 
5% ©: 64 hh [He does not draw, 
LADY D. You. are mad; or ſheath your ſword, 
or paſs its murderous point thro'.me, 1400 
oRM. O ſhame, ſhame, ſhame! and have I 
liv'd to ſee it? O mortal blow to modeſty Let 
there 'be no fidelity in woman, no faith henceforth 
in man Come forth, thou ſhelter'd coward ! an- 
ſwer with thy life: it is not far thine own enor- 
mities alone, tis for hers alſo thou muſt now ac- 
count, | t3 + 5 1 
81x H. H. Til anſwer nothing, but to every 
tittle of your charge to ſay 'tis-grolly falſe. Settle 
your on precedencics -l am ready, | | 
Lap D. Will you hear reaſon? Dormer, 
Charles, I do conjure you both, forbear] X 20 
op | ; 1R 
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Sin H. H. Give their rage way: they chuſe 
a notable occaſion in a lady's preſence to. diſplay 
their valour ! 0 | 

Donau. Our wrongs are ſuch as will not bear 
delay; nor will we truſt to one who can change 


yames, ſhift perſons, counterfeit even death itſelf to 


ruin innocence and mock avenging juſtice, | 
Sin H. H. I don't know what you ſay ; but 
ſuch aſſaſſin-like attacks deſerve no anſwer, nor ad- 
mit of any explanation. You, Mr, Dayenant, know 
me well ; you know I may and will be found ;— 
* your place, I'll meet ou. | 
Av. Follow us then a 


Lapy D. Help, help !—You ſhall not ſtir 


This is too much.-You are deceiy'd z; he's inno- 
cent—help, help! | 
[ Runs to the door, and meets Lord Davenant, 


Enter Lord Davenant. - 


Lo RD D. What is this uproar ? who has fright- 
ed you ?—Hah! Dormer here ?—Sir Harry, what 
has paſs'd ? ö 

Sin H. H. Paſsd, my Lord! nothing; all is 
myſtery to me, ; 

Lo a D. Why did ſhe ſcream out ?—A word 
with you, [ Takes Sir H. H. af, 

Dav. [Te Dormer.] Dormer, contain yourſelf; 
there's ſomething here that's dark and terrifying; 
ſay nothing to my father ;—let us withdraw, and 
wait below; there can be no eſcape, Nay, follow, 
me, 1 do conjure you. f 7 

Dou. O Lady Davenant, reconcile my mind 
to this myſterious conduct, or break my heart at 
once, p51. [Exit with Davenant, 

Lany D. What then becomes of mine? it 
burſts diſtraQed with o'erwhelming grief, 

Sin H. H. Look to my Lady.— . 

Laby . No, no; regard not me; l ſhall not. 
fail; Heaven ſends me ſtrength for my appointed: 
taſk, Let me be private with you. Wy 

| [To Lord Davenant. 
E 3 Loxp D. 
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Loxp D. Not for the world :;=-my thoughts 
are terrible; I am poſſeſs'd by fhends—ſtay, and be 
witneſs to my ſhame, whilſt I confeſs the black ac- 
compt which I muſt paſs with Dormer : I have be- 
tray'd his ſiſter ; ruin'd her by forgeries and falſe- 
hoods, as I did you, Louifa married her, 1 

SIR H. H. Infamous deed! )! 

Loap D. Yes, Sir, there is rebellion in my 
blood; his ſword muſt let it out ;==therefore no 
more, but let me paſs. | 

As he is going out, Lady Davenant flops him. 

Lavy D. Hold, hold! you muſt not flir. 

Loxp D. What ist you mean? why do you 
croſs me thus ? 
|  Lavpy D. To fave you from a meeting worſe 

than death, inn IE 

Lon D. To ſave your lover from a meeting 
that may lead to death ——Oh! whilſt you live, 
ſpeak truth ;———'tis love of Dormer raiſes this 
alarm, Have I not found the cauſe ? 

Lavy D. No, you've not found the cauſe ;—— 
wou'd that you never could! . | 

Six H. H. Be caution'd by your Lady, and 
impute to her concern no other than the pureſt mo- 
tive — my life upon it, you will find it ſuch, 
Alas, unhappy man, what treaſure have you caſt 
away? Hear her, conſole her, be advis'd by her : 
recover, if you can, her forfeited eſteem, She is 
a miracle of goodneſs, | 

Loxpd D. Doft think me fo far ſunk in honour, 
as to ſhrink from this diſcuſſion? Dormer's en- 
titled to an honourable ſatisfaction, and I ſhall 
give it bim immediately. Before we part how- 
ever, Lady Davenant, let me own that I am 2 — 
netrated with remorſe for my conduct to you. Tho 
1 aſk nothing for myſelf, I am not out of hope that 
you will caft an eye of pity and proteQion on that 
guiltleſs ſufferer, who, if I fall, will be the part- 
ner of your widowhood ;——ſhe is young and beau- 
tiful ; and if your influence over Dormer 1s exerted 

| 12 
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in her favour, ſhe may retrieve the unhappy error 
into which 1 led her,——Farewell! 

LADY D. Yet, yet prevent him, ——Stay j—— 
ſhe has a huſband, | 7 
LoD D. What do you tell me? ſpeak that 
word again. | 

LADY D. She has a huſband——and that huſ- 
band how ſhall I pronounce it 

Lo AD D. Goon: Il have it, tho? it breathes 
deſtruQion, 

Lavy D. That huſband is your ſon, + 

Loxp D. Death to my ſoul [My fon! 

Lavy D. Your ſon this morning married Dore 
mer's fitter, 1 ä 

Loxy D. Why do I live a moment? . 

Lays his Hand on his Sword, 

S1n H. H. Stop your raſh hand.— What phren- 
zy ſeizes you ? " 

Loxp D. Why does the eafth not yawn, and 
whelm me to the centre ?——Oh what a day of 
dreadful retribution !-——Why was this marriage 
ſecret ?——which of you was privy to it? | 

Lady D. I knew it not, nor had ſuſpicion. of 
it few hours are paſt ſince he diſclos'd it to. 
me, RY 

LoD D. Fatal concealment !—horrible event! 
——(O God, O God, into what  mifery have I 
_ my fon !—-Does he know what I have 

one ? | 6: 

S1s H. H. Nor he nor Dormer know it——take 
this comfort alſo to your heart; it is as yet a mar- 
riage but in form: the day is not yet paſſed, in 
which their hands were join d. Heaven in its 
vengeance has remember d mercy. 

Lo xD D. Call my ſon here directly. 

LADY D. There ler me interpoſe again, Take 
a ſhort time for ſerious meditation: we will aſſiſt 
your thoughts. Your friend here has already ſtruck 
one ſpark of light amidft your dark deſpair ; patient 
refletion may bring more in view, Perhaps this 
meeting with your ſon, which you in your mind's 


prefent 
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preſent agitation are for haſtening, prudence may 


ſtpone. ä | 

Loxp D. Speak on, for there is ſomething 
in your voice like comfort; ſomething that falls up- 
on my ear, like muſic in the dead of night after 
diſtreſsful dreams. : 

Lavy D. Ohl if a few calm words can lull 
your ear, think how repentance may afli your 
ſoul. for ſo much of your offence as falls on me 
alone, I thank Heaven's mercy for its aid, I can 
_ it; nay, my Lord, I have forgiven it, 

oxpD D. Nay, but you muſt abhor me; dark- 
neſs muſt be leſs . — to light, than 1 to inno- 
cence ;——ſo loathſome am 1 to myſelf, I ſhou'd 
deſpiſe the perſon that eou d pity me. 
$1 KR H. H. Come to your chamber; follow 
your guardian angel where ſhe leads you ; ——If I 
can ſerve you in this melancholy hour, command 
me; if I am in your way, diſmiſs me; | | 
Loxp D. I pray you leave me not -I have a 
thing to tell you-——-lt is not known to man, nor 
can your heart conceive, how dire a deed I've had 
in meditation ;———there was a thought ſtruck on 
my mind too terrible for utterance; but it is paſt : 
this ſtroke, that cuts up all reſource of hope, cuts 
up the bloody purpoſe that I had in hand, And 
now I feel as it were two natyres ;»——my good and 
evil genius ſeem at ſtrife within me z this touches 
me with human kindneſs. and remorſe ; that tears: 
me with deſpair and horror, How it will end I 
know not; for all command is loſt, and my mind 
drives like a wreck before the tempeſt. o with 
my Lady Davenant ; ftay by her, I beſeech you. 
I will retire to my chamber. Farewell! 2 99 N57 
| er [Exeunt ſeverally, - 


| End of the faurth ACT. 
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4. Apartment in Lord Davemant's Hue. 


* 
* 0 


Dou. 


Euer Lady Dauenant. 


Lavy D. Is your friend yet return d? 
Dou. No, Madam; Captain Davenant is. 
noe yet conſe hack. „ gc „ i cs 
Lapy D. But you expect him ſoon? 
Dou. With every moment. Has your La- 
dyſhip any thing in command for him that I can 
deliver? a 1 wann, 
LADY D. No, Sir: my ſervants. have my or- 
ders, when he comes, to beg that I may ſee 16 in- 
ſtantly. Going, 


* 


Doku. Stop, I beſeech you, for a moment ſtop!. 


is it with him alone you will confer? am I not wor- 
thy of a word ? a look ?——or will you turn, but, 
when Sir Harry kneels ? 


Lavy D. Yes; I wou'd turn to Dormer, cou'd, 


I ſee him, | | | 
Doku. Am I not Dormer? is he not before 


you? 


Lor D. 


ö 
1 
' 
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Lb D. To memory he is preſent, not to 

ſight. The picture of him in my mind is clear and 
ſpotleſs, trac'd' with benevolence and truth and 
courage; it beams with candour, and it glows with 
love The picture in my eye is falſe and faded, 
ſmear'd by ſame ſpurious dawber, patcht, diſtorted z 
the open ſmile of honour wrinkled to a leer of livid 
- jealouſy——a libel, not a likeneſs of, a man, [ Exit. 

Donxm. Hear only what I have to offer: ſtay, 
and fear me ;—-—ſhe's gone and gives no ear: un- 
juſt, diſdainful fahl by my hopes, ber. ſcorn 
ſhall be repay'd——her paramour approaches 
Lou are found, Sir—— . 1 


Enter Sir Harry Harl. 
At laſt we are alone; and tho? I find you under La- 
dy Davenant's roof, yet your protectreſs being ab- 
ſent, that ſhall no longer be your ſafeguard, 
Jin H. H. I ewn I wiſh'd to have avoided 
you; but ſince we are met, proceed to ſtate your 
charge, | | Huh 
Donau. No wonder you ſhou'd wiſh to avoid me, 
for you have done a baſe unmanly injury to a de- 
fenceleſs orphan; by a pretended generofity you 
ſtole into her good opinion, married and abandoned 
her, Baſe as this is, there is a meanneſs in the ac, 
that makes it more deteſtable than open villany ;— 
you counterfeited death ; paltry expedient ! which 
not only gives your tongue the lie, but flamps it on 
your ile Drew then! defend yourſelf ; for tis not 
now a counterfeited death, but the reality, that 
muſt determine one of us, 2 
Sin H. H. Take your own courſe ; I ſhall re- 
laſſault: but firſt, by way of caution, hear me.;— 
Twas once my chance, as it is now, to be call'd 
out by « raſh angry boy, to anſwer with my ſword 
for an imputed injury to a lady, whom he took on 
himſelf to 112 him, for his rage was deaf 
to rea ſon: being maſter of the ſword, I ſoon difarmed 
my hot antagoniſt :—when I had given him life, I 
gave him proof of his miſtake ;—the youth was ſa- 
; 5 tisfied, 
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ee and ſav d. A ſecond inſtance may not be ſo 
PY- 21 2 = | | 
Pon. Iunderſtand you; but the proofs, which 
in his inſtance follow'd, now precede our interview; 
You'll not deny the equipage was yours; that you 
was in it; that my ſiſter ſaw you, call'd out to you to 
ſtop ; you did; but, looking out, diſcover'd her, and 
baſely took to flight ?—theſe faQts bring home to you 
unanſwerable proof, and leave you nothing but con- 
feſſion and atonement. — N | 
Six H, H, This arrogance compels me to an 
act, which, in compaſſion to your youth, and the 
misfortunes that hang over it, I fain would have 
avoided, I draw my ſword, not to anſwer to your 
charge, but to chaſtiſe your inſult:— till I bear ſo 
little of revenge about me, that if you'll ſatisfy my 
honour with the leaſt apology, I promiſe you an hour 
ſhall not paſs before I'll clear my innocence, 
Donau. That you can never do; for if by any 
palliation you could hope to ſmooth away your inju- 
ries to my ſiſter, ſtill their remains a black account 
of crimes, which nothing but your life can 222 : 
Theſe eyes have ſeen you at the feet of Lady Da- 
venant. f 
Six H. H. Stop your 22 — lms 
die, madman, in your error | [They paſs at eac/t other.) 


Marianne runs in, fullowed by Davenant. 


Max. Hold, for the love of Heaven Charles, 
Charles, bea down their ſwords ! See, ſee, my 
brother bleed: [Charles inter poſes, 

Dorm, l is but a ſcratch —Stand off! | 

Max, What is your quarrel ? Why does he aſ- 
ſault you ? ; 

| Doxm. Can you aſk that? has your fright blind- 
ed you ? do you not recollect that face? 

Max. I never to my knowledge ſaw that gen- 
tleman before, FIRE : 


Davy, 
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 Dav. I did ſuſpect this, Dormer; and on that 
account I brought your ſiſter with me. 7 
Don x. Have patience if you pleaſe Come 
hither, Marianne, look at that gentleman: Do 
** et, or will you not acknowledge your 
fa 
Mex. Huſband! I tell you he's a perfect ftran- 


r. 
Dok If you ſay this from fear, or falſe re- 
ſpect for what may follow to affect my ſafety, you 
do wrong both to yourſelf and me: therefore 1 
— you anſwer me ſincerely and without diſ- 
viſe, 
6 Man. As Heaven ſhall judge me I have ſpoke 
eee | ah.» 
Donn. Fm fatisfied:;——Sir Harry Harlow, I 
2 my error; and for ſo much as affects this 
dy, I fine aſk your pardon, oY 
81 H. H. So much for one of your miſtakes ; 
there is another, which you muſt atone for 
little patience will clear all; referve your ſpirits 
for that trial you now conceive the reaſon why 
my Lady Davenant interpos'd in my behalf - ſhe 
knew my innocence, and therefore ſtopt your hand ; 
when you know hers, the ſword you pointed at my 
breaft, take care you turn it not upon your own: 
none but the ſame defender can preſerve you. . 

Doxm. T own, the circumſtance of this miſtake 
has cleared that part of Lady Davenant's conduct; 
it only now remains to account why you was found 
upon your knees before her. 

Sir H. H. How elſe ſhould I approach her ? 
When you know all her virtues, you will worſhip 
too: the preſence of an angel muſt demand our 
knees,,—But you are wounded, Sir; you bleed, 
Don. Tis nothing z a mere fcratch ; your 
point juſt glanc'd upon my arm, ; hes 
Sin H. H. Tis well it is' no worſe. Good 
night to you! | Going. 

Av. Before you go, one word with you, Sir 
Harry——1 am certainly inform'd the perſon we 
are now in ſearch of was in your chariot this morn» 

ing, 


2 
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ing, when an accident ſtopt it in the ſtreet where 
this Lady lives: I demand of you as a man of ho- 
nour to inform me who that perſon is. | 

Sis H. H. When you take that for granted, 
Charles, which I have not admitted, and thereon 
ground a queſtion I'm not bound to anſwer, you muſt 
give me leave to ſay, you have already had the only 

tisfaQion I ſhall give. I have been — vas 
am now acquitted, and ſhall no longer plead to in- 
terrogatories. | 

Dav. Permit me then to tell you, 8ir— 

Sis H. H. No, tell me nothing 1 ought not ta 
hear ; for | regard you much too well to ſtart a quar- 
rel with my z rather let me tell you, Charles, what 

ou ſhould hear, and thank me for—you and your 

riend there have arraign'd a lady perfeR in all good- 
neſs, conſtruing the pureſt motives into criminality. 
I ſee her coming, and ſhall leave you this fair op- 
portunity to make atonement; When you have done 
that, if you have any farther difference to com- 
poſe with me, I ſhall attend your call when, where, 
and how you pleaſe, - [Exit, 


Dav. But that I know your heart, I ſhould de- 
ſpair of pardon ; ſuffer me to hope you will forgive 
my moſt unjuſt ſuſpicion, and receive into your fa- 
your my beloyed Marianne, | | 

Lapy D. This is the Lady—if I ſurvey her for 
a while with melancholy admiration I ſhall not of- 
fend ;—is this a form to combat rude misfortune ? 
that it ſhould enter in the heart of man to injure 
ſuch a creature ! that artifice and wrong might 'be 
employ'd to gain her L can comprehend, but that 
they ſhould be a reſource for leaving her, ſurpaſſes 
my conception: I find till now imagination could 
not reach the guilt of her betrayer.-Give me your 
hand, my dear, you come into a melancholy houſe; 
I cannot welcome you as I would wiſh, 

Mar. And cauſe there is for melancholy : where- 
ever am preſent, it purſues me; I am the bitter 

F fountaĩa 
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fountain of your ſorrow, My fatal marriage with 
this noble youth has been the bane and poiſon of 
2 peace. I pray you ſend me hence; diſmiſs me 
ike a thing — d; a peſtilence, that, if you 
harbour it, will pay your hoſpitality with death, 
LAY D. Not ſo; misfortune ſtrengthens your 
intereſt in my heart, You have more claims upon 
me than you know of. [You are ſtill married in your 
heart to Davenant ; ſo was I once to Dormer.. 

Doxm, Oh! I ſhall fink with ſhame, | 

Laovy-D, Had I been, as you are, thus wretch 
ed, thus betray'd, nor wife nor widow, but a name- 
leſs orphan, the. ſport of. villany, affliction's victim 
you, had. a brother once, in whoſe brave heart I 
ſhou'd have rais'd that pity you excite in mine,” 
Don. Oh, plead for me, ſome friend] I 
dare not ſpeak. ti 45,075 > f 1 21 
LADY D. No, Dormer, no: when 1. forgive, 
you ſhall not owe it to an advocate: but let that 
reſt ; things of more moment preſs. V ou muſt not 
ſee your father. [to Dauenant | + 

Dav, Why not? your words alarm me. 

LADY D. His fituation would alarm you more: 
ſome ſtrange diſorder ſuddenly has ſeiz d him. 

Da v. Say rather ſome ſtrange paſſion of the mind. 
—» You told him of my marriage -- 
„Labor D. I did, and he rceceiv'd it like a ſtroke 
of death; (his frame convuls d with paſhon,—l muſt 
for ever lament your not conſulting him. 

. Dav. Does he refent it highly? 7 

 Lavy D. We'll talk of that hereafter; for the 
preſent you muſt avoid an interview. If you remain 
in the houſe, retire to your own chamber, and let 
her .accompany you ;»=take Mr. Dormer with you 
too — G0, my dear child, go with your friend—ſo 
you may call him ſtill, 5 F* 
Man. My heart's too full to utter what it feels. 
Als the expreſſive language of your eyes Lread my 
" melancholy tate—Farewell ! * 

1 [> [Exit with Davenant. 
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 Laypy D. Well, Sir, you'll follow that unhap- 

py pair —or do you wait to ſpring ſome new detec- 
tion ?—Fie upon you!— What blemiſh does your 
ſcrutinizing eye diſcover, that you ſo ſtedfaſtly pe- 
ruſe me over? Oh, that a taint ſo ſiekly as ſuſpiei- 
on ſhould find admittance in a hero's breaſt !* 

Doku. [runs to Lady Davenant, and falls at her 
feet) Hear me, divine Louiſa, hear your repentant 
Dormer:—let me kneel for pardon, 

Lavy D. Riſe, riſe I—this is no time for ex- 
planation, | 


Doxm, Stop not my words, now they have 


found their way, but let me pour them and my tears, 
thus kneeling at your feet. —Before my eyes loſe 
ſight of you, confirm my pardon ; tell me you for- 
give what my impatient phrenzy, what my mad ſuſ- 
picion utter'd—Penitence ne'er ſtruck a human heart 
more deep than mine,—Dzmons have curs'd the ſun, 
I have done more—l have arraign'd thy virtue. 
Lavy D. Riſe, I deſire you, riſe! you have 

my full forgiveneſs. - 

Doku. Oh! firſt and laſt ſole object of my 
heart! how can | thank thee as I ought ? 


[Kiſſes her hand. | 


LADY D. If to regain and keep your place in 


mp affeQion is your wiſh, ſpare the attempt to thank 


me, nor by this warinth of paſſion draw aſide my 
thoughts from the ſad theme that fills them, That 
I have lov'd you, Dormer, and ſtill love, ſuperior 
to diſguiſe, accept my free confeſſion ; but when ex · 
ample meets me of the precipitancy of paſſion in Da» 
ve-ant's caſe”; of the deceitfulneſs of gratitude in 
Matijanne's ; I will be guided only by eſteem; and 
on your delicacy, on your diſcretion in this mourn- 
ful criſis will depend, if that affeQion which I now 
acknowledge ſhall ſubſiſt or ceaſe, * [Excuni. 


Enter Lord Davenant and Paget. 


Lon D. The air is freſher here: motion re- 
vives me, | | 


F2 Pacer. 
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-, 6 r. I wiſh — may: — * ae 
4 k heavy, en 4 

— xD D. Pee wearied * with —— 
Take the papers This to my fon; to Lady Daven- 
ant this; and this to Dormer Ah! 

Pacer, What's that? another pang ?—and 
now it ſhakes you like an ague ft: pray be perſuad- 
ed; let your phyſician be ſent for. 

Loxy D. What can he do? my wounds are in 
the ſou}, Give me your arm. ; 

PaczT, How cold your hand is on me! 

Loxp D. No matter: 'twill paſs off. I'm bet- | 
ter e Make all things ready, I will be gone to 
night. 5 
5. GET. How can you travel with theſe pains 
upon you ? | 

Loxy D. I ſhall fee] no pains vpon my jour- 


ney. | 

Parr. I fear, my Lord, you are not fit to un- 
derta ke your journey. | 10 

LoRD D. I fear ſo too: but, be that as it 
may, let me have all things ready. Have you put 
up thofe parehments for my ſon ? . 

Pacer. They are in the box, ſeal'd and di- 
refed for Mr. Davenant. | 

Lo xD D. That's very well—now tell my Lady 
that! deſire to fee her- A word with you before you 
go: — Vou will find 1 have not forgot your ſervices; 
they would have done credit to a better cauſe ; but 
us,] have put you above neceſſity, 1 hope I have put 
you above meanneſs alſo, . 

Pacer, It has not been 12 but my 
misfortune, 1 ſhall ſend Lady Davenant to you, 
and hope ſhe will grevail with you to poſtpone your 
Journey, Exit. 

x Lord Dawenant, 
Lo xD D. My journey muſt be quickened, not 
— ms medicine works too [lowly but 
e 


re's a remedy of more diſpateh: - Apply it then ! 


— Miſery like mine acquits the ſuicide ; when law 
ſtrikes 


The Myſterious Huſband. 65 
ſtrikes ſhort, juſtice ſhould arm the culprit's hand, 
he occafion's apt:—In death. there's but one 
pang, in life a thouſand thouſand multiplied cala+ 
mities.— Now, now Til do it-—Hab ! I'm inter- 


Lavy D. I am told you have been ſeized with 
ſudden indiſpoſition ;— what is the matter? 
How are you affected ?—— Are you reſolved upon 
departing immediately ? wu 

ou D. I am refolved: my mind is gone be- 
fore me; and when 1 am departed, 1 ſhall bequeath 
you to your heart's firſt choice. * 

LADY D. What do you meditate ﬀ—— Your 
words, your looks are oininous, What was that 
thing you huddled in your boſon, as | entered? 
My „ my Lord, beware of ſelf deſtruQtion !— 
Your hoſom labours, your breath flutters, and your 
ot horrible | what are theſe ghaſtly ſymp- 
toms 3+ 4 

LoD D. If any conſolation could have reſcued 
me, thine would have been the medicine of m 
mind thou would'ſt have been the ſaving angel, 
thou moſt excellent, moſt injured of women. 
But I have ſate in council wit reaſon, ranſack d 
all the reſources of my ſoul, ptr! ner td e 
riſing thought, if it could ſhow me hope era 74 | 
my compolition, there is not one trace; night and 
deſpair poſſeſs me, and there is nothing like a ra 
of light, ſave only what the mortal drug admi- 
niſters, that now is ſapping the ſtrong- hold of life. 

LAY D. Poiſon Oh let me fly and bring 
you inſtant help. 

Loxp D. Hold, I command you: Aſſiſta nee 
is too late; nor would J ſuffer it, if it came. 
*Sdeath! I were a beaſt without a ſoul I, that 
have kept my ſtation with the bigheſt, now to fink 
where inſamy won't own me the outcaſt of 
ſociety, the pointing-ſtock of ſcorn, and feed on 


offal 
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offal ſcraps of -pity, thrown by charitable fools, to 
comfort me it is not to be borne !——Deſpair 


ſeized me, and I took poiſon. | | 
Lay D. © Be not extreme with him in judg- 
ment, merciful Diſpoſer He comes, but not in 


confidence. deſpair compels him. 


Loxd D. L thank you—O Louiſa! beſt of 


women |——if I had confidence to pray, it ſhould 
he for ſuch bleſſings on your future days, as might 
redeem and recompence your — paſt, And 
— I' ſtrive Oh horrible ! it muſt not be. 

y ſoul is rent with agony—Methought, as I 
looked up, I ſaw a thouſand threatening faces, that 
forbade my prayer, Oh hide me in your arms 


Stand off . leſt I infect and ſtain your purity 


with my unholy touch. ——Bleſt may you be ! thrite, 
bleſt in Dormer's arms !-——May Heaven ſhower 


down on your united hearts perpetual harmony and 


love! And for the hateful barrier of my life, thus, 
thus l burſt it. WY. a4 an T6524 
ü [Stabs Hianſelf. and he catches his arm, 
Lavy D Ah! ate! 
Lon D. Let go my arm! my ſoul is in a 
me priſon, and this ſtroke delivers it. | 
222% = - [Stabs again, and drops on one knee, holdi 
ye "3s the dagger ill in his han J. 
* dy D. Help! for the love of Heaven, ſome 
Pp? Wer) 


Enter Davenant, and at anther 4 Servants. 
O Charles! your father has deftroy'd bimſelf. is 


Da v. Merciful God?! he is dying. 
Lavy D. The agonies of death are on him. 


Aſſiſt me to take him off. I can't ſupport him; 


'—— he will die upon the floor. 
—:Loxp D. Yes, yes, tis over |-—=tell-not my 


ſon the cauſe till I am dead. This was the only 
. kindneſs I could ſhew him. I am ſorry to preſent 


a ſpectacle ſo bloody to you both: but poiſon 
work d too fluggiſhly, nor could 1 bear its agontes 


- 


face. "Tis hel avenging Heaven! it is my huſ- 
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— ch keep her from the fight of me !——ſhe - 
come — 1 . 8 


wh * 4 


Fuer Marianne, followed iy Der. 


p 2 E 

Mas, What have we here? Oh horrible ! what 

dying man is this ? l 
Loxp D. Oh hide me! cover me with clouds+ 


I fink, I die——have pity for me, Heaven 


* ; a Mat nf Dies. 
ar. Let me come to bim; let me ſee his 


band, MI 5 | 
Dor wu. Lord Davenant your huſband com: 
Plicated miſery 1, * 7 | 
Davy. Her huſband and my father! 
LapY D. The horrid myſtery is ſolvd. , 
Max. Then let my, die j— 0 my heart burſt 
at once, and me for ever in obliv ion. 
Layy D. Ns, wbt my arms, = friendſhip 
ean uphold you, you ſhall never fall Come 
from the body, Charles :—— ceaſe to cane 
that bloody bled, 16 b mw” 
Dav. Nay, but be filent——it is done he 


2 will be dumb henceforth; but. have _ 


we” ears of me, for if my. reaſon fails, ar” 
remembering he was my father, I ſhould ſhock na- 


| ture's hearing with a curſe, twill be the brain's de- 


pravity, and not the heart's, _Y | 
Lapy D. Alas, unhappy friends, * irits will 
not ſerve to give you conſolation; but let us pati - 
ently await, and it will come from ven. 
the ſame diſpenſing hand, that to the blameleſs bo- 
ſom deals the wound, will in its own good time 
adminiſter the cure. ; 5 


* . 
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O-night two'ſketches we've held up to view, 

One of the old ſchool, Fother of the new. 
As for my Lady's portrait, I can't boaſt 
" —_—_— for the original is loſt A * 20d, 

times foregone the colouring might 
But now it Av reſembles ech and blond : 
The pencil's chaſte—but where 1 wou'd demand, © 
Are the ſoft touches of . a modern hand ? 
Where the fond languifh that our mafters fteal ? 
The tempting boſom that our dames reveal? | 
Where the high plume that ſpeaks the towering ſoul? 
Where the bright gloſs that varniſhes the whole 7 
The habit regimental, ſmart cockade, 
And the neat ankle roguiſhly diſplay'd ? 
None, none of theſe—a pi 


La piece of mere ſtill life, 
Where not one feature marks the medern wife. 


£5 - Lay the good dame afide—and now behold _ 

My Lord appears !—Theſe tints are freſh and bold; 

Pp: is the life itſelf, Mark! what a grace 

ams in his bigh-born tyranny of face ! | 
He breathes; he ſpeaks, Cards, harlots, horfes, dice 

I] Croud the back-ground with attributes of vice: 

| This, this is ſomething like z theſe colours give 


Some ſemblance of a man: Tis /o we live, 
"Tis ſo we A, you cry—behold once more! 


| The fuicide is weltring in his gore. 8 
| - Hah! does it ſtrike you ? ſay, do you ſtill cry, 
'Tis ſo we live Q ſo ive, and ſo you'll die. 


| But one word more on Lady "Davenant's part, 

We hope 'tis Nature ; you believe it Art, 

Search your own boſoms; if you find her there 
; heaven ſhe were! 


Tis well: if not, 1 wee Th 


